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General view 9 the ahem. Regfhny for communicating theſe . . 
| p neal view of life, The nnn fo * ſubject. i 


rH E N 1 conſider ſeriouſly the important duties of * chit, 


diſpelled by the rays of the ſun. Can any one of either ſex, who has been 
truly informed of your deſign, doubt of the propriety of it? 1. To induce wo- 
men, who have lived as proſtitutes, to farſake their evil courſe of l ife.— : 2. To 
. open a retreat for them, where they may paſs their time in comfort and 


ſafety, under no other confinement than ſuch as ſhall be abſolutely neceſ- 


fary for their own preſervation, and what themſelves ſhall have voluntarily 


conſented to, without any legal power, — 3, To employ them in the moſt 
uſeful manner, both for themſelves and the community, and by rendering 
them pious, induſtrious, and frugal, prepare them for a comfortable ſettle- 
ment in the world, — 4. To eſtabliſh ſuch regulations and ceconomy 
as ſhall: at once ſeclude them, for a proper time, from any evil com- 
munication, and give them ſuch habits as ſhall recommend them to the 


ſober part of mankind. — 5. To treat them with ſuch regard, as ſhall 


and yet avoid ſhowing any ſuch indulgence as ſhall. tempt the evil» 
minded to abuſe the charity, or which may diſqualify thoſe who are 


as promiſe fair to ſecure them from the fatal effects of idleneſs ; nor till after 


a3. £446 they 


how much i is due to our fellow-creatures in general, under 
all the various diſtreſſes of human life, and the particular 
circumſtances of ſuch objects, as you now mean to re- 
lieve, every doubt concerning your undertaking, flies before me as a miſt 


convince them that nothing. more is meant than their own happineſs; 


really penitent, from procuring a maintenance by virtuous induſtry when 
they ſhall return into the world, — 6. To diſmiſs them whenever it ſhall 
appear for their ſervice; but not till they ſhall have acquired ſuch habits 


— 


they (hall have entitl:d themſelves, to ſuch a certificate of their good beha- 
viour, as will recommend them to uſeſul and reputable employments. — 
7. To appropriate ſuch a ſhare of the. produce of their induſtry to thetn, 
with the addition of ſuch-other bounty, as ſhall be. thought due to their 
merit, as may again give them an entrance into the world with honor and 
| reputation. — 8. To conduct this charity i in ſuch : A manner, that it hall be 
755 conſidered as a Favor to be accepted ; and, conſequently, totally inconſiſtent 
with the n notion of mmpriſonment. TY 


tt will t be a glorious tafk, indeca, to co-operate” "with Heaven, as fat as 

blind and indigent mortals can imitate their Maker, in curing a 4 elt of 

the mind, more fatal than Jrenzy. We are told, that “ 7he price of a © 
good woman is beyond gold.” 4 The fincereſt j joys of life indeed flow from 
the conduct of virtuous women; and the acuteſt miſeries from the vici 
part of the ſex. Therefore if you can convert bad women into good ones, 
your work will be worthy the applauſe of Angels, who rejoice ar the conver 
Vun of fenners : and the conſciouſneſs of your good intentions will aſſuredly * 
advance your ten happineſs, as W effects or arp prety will en . a] 5 

mote the WR of f others. 


Ho- unwwertlry! is that life Which has not the sel nt * its 
Tuling principle! And however hard the lot of any man may be, there muſt 
be: ſome mixture of joy in his breaſt, who is attentive to the welfare of bis 
country, at once to provide himſelf the moſt intereſting employment, and the 
moſt delightful amuſement. Happy were it, if men in general could bring 

.. themſelves to this rurn of mind; vice and folly would then have but 
little footing in the world. It is with this defire, I would gladly 
catch ſome Aeeting bours, retired from noiſe and buſtle, to examine the ſub- 
Tony webe me, as far as my ee wil lead — — with a 
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fign. I am the more induced to Wake this my taſk, not having yet feen it 
handled with ſo much ſeriouſneſs, as I think it deſerves ; and though there 
are many more able pen-men than myſelf, the ſubject may not affect them 
at all, or not in the ſame manner as it does me. 1 intend to ſet it in 
different points of view; that, whilſt it affords you ſome entertainment, 
poſſibly it may reach the (hearts, as n as the n of our 
fellow. citizens. RY 


It is a common obſervation of very uſp, and of very idle men, that 
people are too indblent to read. I apprehend this to be a great miſtake ; for 
if it” were true, there could never be ſuch armies of writers and ſeriblers; ; 
we could never pretend that the preſs ſupports our liberty ; nor could we 
be fo learned and inquiſitive a nation. Is there a ſubje& we do not trace 
from its very firſt principles ? Even the abſurdities which writers fall into, 
often lead to the truth, It is certain, there are many who have not, and 
many more who think they have not, /ifure to read; but, even theſe pin 
their faith chiefly on the report of thoſe who criticiſe books; or, on 
| thoſe who examine if they contain any inſtruction. And as no ſubject 
has come before us, for a long time, ſo new as this, and yet fo intereſi- 
ing, ſome parts of it not perfectly underſtood, and others liable to be 
miſtaken, I confeſs I ſhall think the time 1 devote to this purpoſe well 
emyloyed : what I have already advanced on the ſubject, under — 
forms, will render the taſk the more ealy to me. 


5 We * all candidates for Ga eaſe or b We all long for 
ſome diſtant good; and Heaven knows we all have need of mercy { To 
learn what we ought to do to pleaſe our Maker, and how to ſhun what- 
5 ever may offend him, is the only concern of life which, in firid propriety 

of 


of language, demands Our conſtant attention : 4t is that momentous buſineſs 
which, as we zealouſly purſue, or careleſsly neglect, ſtamps the character of 


3 n cone . de 


($3 


I 


wiſdom on the beardleſs boy, or of folly on the boary bead.—IWhat ſhall I 
do to be ſaved ? — How ſhall I moſt effectually ſerve my God, my country, 
and mankind ? — This was not the queſtion of a hermit, contented to be 


a paſſively virtuous, but of one whoſe buſy ſpirit engaged him in the ative 
' ſcenes of life; of one who had the happineſs to behold the Mz effiab, with 


his own eyes, and was anxious to give the higheſt proof of the moſt ſin- 


<ere obedience: ta bini, as, his Sovereign, his Lawgiver, and his Saviour, 
The queſtion be aſked is, indeed, that which points out the true diſtincti- 


on between the buſy wiſe man, and the buſy fool; between him who. en- 


bs ploys the talents God has intruſted him with, and bim who Squanders them 


away on 7rifles—Riches and honors do not always attend the paths of 
the virtuous, nor yet of men of underſtanding ; but Mill, whilſt we make 
a true eſtimate of life, we ſhall clearly diſcover, that virtue and underſtand. 
ing, which, in a religious ſenſe, mean one and the ſame thing, are fo el. 


ſential to . that without them all is vanity indeed ! 


| 'We ſee in the perſons of others, that our "on are „ as ſeadews 


that depart, or as a dream when one awaketh ; yet till we are apt to doat on 
this world. We believe that the foul is immortal; we are convinced that 
there is a Rate of happineſs, and of miſery, after death; and yet how ſel- 
dom do we act, in all reſpects, agreeably to ſuch belief! This would be the 
_ greateſt of all wonders, if we were not equally ſenſible of the frailties of 


buman nature, and of the deluſions we. fo often fall into. At the ſame time 
we are compelled by reaſon, and the laws of our own minds, as well as 


by faith in the attributes. of the inviſible God, to acquit him with re- 


gard to the duties which he requires of us. And tho weak and indigent, 
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pet when we contemplate the amazing properties of the ſoul, and conſidet 
the wonderful frame of the body, we muſt entertain a reverence for our- 


ſelves, eſpecially when we find that it is the ſenſibility of our weakneſs which 
puts us on our guard; it is this that abſorbs the pride to which our depravity 


ſo much inclines us; it humbles the foul ; we confeſs our Oey 
Mai Wee m e and adore che hand that made us! | 


- Thus, 3 in ſpite of our hints in ſpite of the conſciouſneſs of our 
infirmities; we march on, and aſpire at a much higher glory, than earthly 
| ſplendor, or the applauſe of men. Though fo many of us ſwear under a load 
of | evils, yet we are ſtill ſupported :. a confidence in a future ſtate of hap- 
pineſs, makes us maſters of the world. Wiſdom teaches us to value life, 
but it inſtructs us alſo to conſent to die; and death ſeems far preferable to 


a repugnance to the will of Heaven. The true philoſopher, as well as 
the true ſoldier, ſubmits to diſcipline, and follows his lader. He knows 


it to be at once his duty, and his honor, fo obey. He feels the force of 


truth: he exults in the reflexion that he is acting right; and whether he 
triumphs, or is led in chains, he looks forward to the world unknown, ſtill 


nn that he ſhall ane na be happy! ! 


. 


Such are the 8 to mach the native 2 of the foul 8 
1 But, alas, it is equally true, that we are apt to give way to the ſoli- 


citations of our ſenſes: pleaſure, with deluſive ſmiles, often tempts us to 
deſert our poſt. Paſſion, or appetite, fancy, or opinion, miſrepreſents 
things to us, and either flatters us into a belief of that which has no ex- 
1/tence, or entices us to purſue thoſe fleeting joys, which lead to pain and 
ſorrow, 


- Hence it follows, that ſome N and ſome deſpuſe the 
. great 


1 


——— 
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aver. law of life whilſt many an 1 mortal, is + giping at the tran- 
_ 1 at the . ba of OE == te arty 
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11 life is aches ami * lerne and if this | is the 3 hs of 1 it he 


| who underſtands human nature beſt, will moſt readily compaſſionate thoſe, 


whoſe ſituation having early expoſed them to temptatgans, : are now groan» 


ing under the miſerable bondage of vice; and are either tormented with an- 


xious forebodings, or fleeping with ſecurity, on the verge of per dition! We 


know, that © offences muſt come, but woe to thoſe by whom they. come.” Let 


him to whom God has given power, exert that power to prevent the evil ! 


He whoſearches into the heart, will ſoon diſcover the defects of it; and the 


moſt ready way to find the remedy for ſuch defects, is to be perſuaded 


that there is hardly any evil without its remedy. As creatures of one 
common nature, we are bound to take care of each other : the eſſence 


of religion conſiſts in it: and for this end we were ſent into the world. 
Nothing can be more obvious than this, ſince even the Son of God him- 
ſelf appeared on earth, charged with a commiſſion to ſave mankind, upon 
condition of their repentance. It is very apparent, that we are not to con- 


fine our regards to the preſent time, and the precarious events of human 


life ; our concern muſt be extended to another being : the higheſt promiſes 
are made to him that is inſtrumental to the ſalvation of others; and 
what man can wiſh to ſuccour the naked and the hungry, and not graſp 


at * "ow Wb of OY a 4 from everlaſting PRO, 4 


SECTION 
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The pradlicableneſ of this . ng. 2 be fon of habit. Matin ves 1 10 

. charity derived from a belief of the chriſti ian religion. Fatal conſequences of 

F the Libertiniſm of the common people. Senſe of ſhame remarkable in ſome. 

_ women. Notions of honor amongſt women of education. Complaint of the 
want of people. Practice with regard : to marriage. Some * Ll there 
bei ng fo many common Fw. 


2 N E mot penetrating ware men, can ſee. but a lie » way; 5 
1 means, the beſt contrived, are not always adequate to the end: yet 
as human nature is ſtill the ſame, and as the promiſes of divine. aſſiſtance are 
not withdrawn, the ſame cauſes will, probably, produce the ſame effects; 
and if that which has been done in one inſtance, may be 2 in aun, 


you have a . foundation to go aon. 


o& 


Halit! 18 the axis on which: lifs turns. To acquire _ FM and Py 
correct bad ones, 1s the ſum and the amount of life. By habit we act as if we 

were in earnef with Ged and men; and by babit we become tx: iflers in our com- 
mere with heaven and earth. Nay more, by habit we abandon: ourſelves 
to the gratification of ſenſe and appetite, and even exceed the bounds which 
are preſcribed to btutes: and by habit we are led to act agreeably.. to the 
dignity of our own nature, and to parſe What 1s bite be done er. the 
attainment of our proper n. 
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| 5 TI ̃0o bring thoſe back to a ſenſe of virtue, who have been long accuſtomed 
[ to baniſh reflexion ; or, in other words, to give a habit of prety to ſuch perſons 
as have contracted ſtrong habits of impiety, is a hard taſk ; but, if pro- 

per means are uſed, we ſhall be inſenſibly led into a better opinion of hu · 
- man nature, than is generally entertained, And fince divine providence 
© 204 now ſeems to point out the probable means of relieving penitent proflitutes, 
Fe ſit is our duty to try ſuch means, and to truſt i in the aſfiſtance of that God 
whoſe 9 is over all his works. 


8 : : : F-. * 
+ 08 | ; 


© Divines and bes ben are not yet perfectly agreed, how far virtue is 
natural to the ſoul of man; and yet it is confeſſed, that man is by nature 
a reaſonable being, and that reaſon declares againſt every thing we believe to 
be vicious. Whatever name we give to the propenſity in queſtion, we know 
that nothing unhinges the whole frame, and diſtempers the ſoul, as well as 
the body, more, than giving up ourſelves to an unlawful gratification of 
| this appetite, The expreſs command of God, both in the literal: ſenſe, as 
well as the ſpirit of the chriſtian rodeo the conditions. Thoſe who 
have kept alive any ſparks of their native modeſty, and are not given up, to 
What the royal prophet emphatically calls an impudent mind, will ever la- 
1 ment that iHegal commerce, which is productive of ſo much miſchief: 
F a8 and as it is the dury of men, it will ever be their honor, to endevor to reſtore 
things to that order, which the God of nature certainly intended they 


JO" be in; ately, chat n hob Fe over x Paſs and ”_ 3 


Every act of — tebekrenee carries with it ſome nee of a ek. 
gious diſpoſition, but yours requires a more than common zeal and vigi- 
. lance. And though your enterprize may be confidered as a ſecular con- 
c0cdWern, you are, in fact, acting the part of champions for your religion. Whilſt 
yon 


you remember you are chriftians, look back and ſee how many Gau FR 


have died in battle; how many have fallen ſacrifices to cruelty; and, thank 


Heaven, that many are yet ready to die, in ſupport of the reputation of 


that book of laws, in which we are told, no fornicator, adulterer, or 
wnclean perſon, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven. The words a are ex- 
plicit, and free from ambiguity : reje& the authority of this book, ahi 
there is an end of the chriſtian religion, We all know, that by the fame 
 ſeripture it is likewiſe ſaid, that if we repent of our fins, and give timely 
and fncere proof of dur repentance, we ſhall be pardoned.—Shall the am- 
niſcient God make a Jaw, and will men, who pretend to believe in him, and 


to love him with all their hearts, be idle ſpectators of the violation of that 


law? Or, ſhall he offer conditions of pardon, and we not countenance: "—__ 
recommend ſuch conditions with all * care and attention? 

How truly 3 is the tuation of that chriſtian country, where 
a great number of people have ſo worn off a ſenſe of their religi. 
on, as to adopt notions and cuſtoms which the followers of Mahommed 
are aſhamed of. There is apparently ſuch a neglect of this divine prohibi- 
tion, that the word of God ſeems to be of no effef. Something is wanting 


to be done! Under our preſent cuſtoms there is reaſon to fear, that the ſa- 
cred records in general, will grow into contempt. Moſt" other breaches of 
the divine law are unpremeditated, or committed under a "conſciouſneſs of 


the guile, but this is done, not only premeditatiy, but ſeemin gly without 


any ſuch conſciouſneſs. Vice is become ſo cheap, and the ſpirit of modeſty 


nt ſo low an ebb, among many common people, that it is hard to fay, 
how far theſe acts of uncleanneſs may be carried; nor what miſchief they 


may produce. As wiſdom begins with the fear of God, the want of this 
ar has introduced ſuch ignorance, that many ſeem to have loſt all ſenſe of 
B 2 duty, 
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Adauty, in the article of continence. Let us try then if we can prevent 
eme of the calamitous effects of this exceſs, in which both the ſexes, and 
the virtuous, as well as the vicious, are fo frequently involved. : 
Ie ſeems to be acknowledged, that the common people, eſpecially the 
5 inhabitants of London, are more abandoned than their fore-fathers were ; 
and among the higher claſſes, many refinements in vice, and various me- 
thods of carrying on the trade of luſt, are introduced, "fo which our anceſtors 
were ſtrangers. At the ſame time it is worth ohhſerving, though not as a 
2 foundation to build upon, that the ſenſe of ſhame is ſo ſtrong in the breaſts te 
of ſome of our women, that it has betrayed them into a more horrible crime 
than the iniquity complained of; witneſs the murthers that have been com- 185 
mitted on infants, with no other view, than to conceal an 2/egal amour, at 
once demonſtrating a ſad diſtinction, between thoſe who have tranigreſſed | 
in ſecret, and thoſe who fin in the face of the ſun ; that one crime natu- 
| rally follows another, and that the fear of men is TIO ge: than 

__ the fear N Gad. | 


Whilſt _ contemplate' this difference in guilt, we may obſerve | in 55 
the characters of women in higher life, whoſe parents have been careful " 
them, that there is, amongſt us, a. more. exalted ſenſe of honor, and a truer 
notion of duty as grounded on the ſolid foundation of religious principles, 4 
than are generally to. be met with amongſt the women. of other countries... 


„ 'T he 8 propoſed. 1 your ee is e in 60 many 8 0 £ , 
what I hardly know where to begin, nor where I ſhall end my praiſe of it. Firſh, | 
if you can ſtop the progreſs of thoſe diſeaſes, which are. ſo fatal tothe human 
1 ſpecies, you will ſave a number. af ſubjects to the ſtate. Next, if vou can 
. 4 e | 2 check | 
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check libertiniſm, you will not only prevent great cry, but aſlo great com 
fuſion among the lower claſſes of the people: and Jafty, in proportion as 
you leſſen the number of proſtitutes, it may be preſumed that the number 
of marriages will increases as well as the number roof fouls ſaved. 


OS 4+ 


2 Whether it ariſe from an or Imnute dete of aninting our wealth, mY 


from any opinion how much greater things might be done, were our num- 
bers greater, but we frequently complain of the want of inhabitants. I it is 


true that * want people, the remedy ſeems to be in our own. hand 
mean, if we affiſt the virtuous, countenance foreigners; and ehcourage 


matrimony. 80 far from purſuing any ſuch rules, we refine upon Poli- 5 

| tics, and, forſaking the laws of God, we follow our own " Inventions, 
teachin g the common people to do the fame. We tay” the ſoldier". ald = 
not marry, that he may be the mere ready to go to war; and! the ; 


Jaller will be nothing but a ſailbr, therefore it is in vain to encourage him 
to ſpend any part of bis time on ſhore, in attending the care of a Jam. 


Theſe men are, indeed, left to their own inclinations; which; "God knows, 


are generally bad enough: but we carry the thing farther, for we adopt it 
as a part of family-policy, that domeſtics ſhould not marry, and bey ars toe 
often turned out of ſervice for it, as if they had by this act, forfeited! their 


right to any farther countenance and n as” Worm ! ©1240, bas 
; e 900 MAW 115791 mods 20 25 nl pdt: e an 


As to the practice of a great part ef the common people | in the“ cou 
is well known that numbers of them come together #r/t, and marry after- 


wards, if they think proper, which rarely happens, in any other caſe, 


than that of the woman proving with child. In a partial and contrafted! . 


view of things, the practice of not marrying till a woman is pregnant, mæy 
not appear altogether RT's but, in reality, it is big with. the greateſt 
miſchiefs. 
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; eiſchiofs, mis not only a geen ſcandal to us, as believers in Cbriſt, but it 
wears off the impreſſions of the diſgrace of illegal love 4 and muſt, in the iſ 
; * be attended with e n. imm 


4 


Thos among many 1 are 05 arty that. our iy he feroema with 
as if the diſtinction between the rational, animal, and the n 


ps were 1 and the ſacred inſtitution of marriage exploded, ſuchex- 


decline marrying; if the — of vanity, or r artificial wants, is ; pre- 
ferred. to the order of nature, and we deſpiſe that Simplicity of manners 


| gelten are com 


on en As WE: dere to recite. What then is to jo be done —If 
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which i is che only true ſource of happineſs: : if the bulk of the people are 


really fooliſh, or impious, the ſtronger reaſon ariſes to endevor to prevent 
ſuch cromde of females becoming the prey of penury and diſeaſe. Let us fuccour 
thoſe who, _d&efire to be delivered out of their Jed condition. And, if mar- 


riage is the ſource of almoſt every relation that! is dear or facred, every one 
who thinks ſo, muſt ſee that it is a noble taſk to promote your deen. If; we de- 


Urer a number of young women, in the pride of their youth and charms, 


from the wile of all kinds of ſlavery, and prevent their being ſacrificed at the 
allars f pollution, will it not ſo far promote virtue and indulity, with beauty | 


and firength to defend the produce of our labors ? Will it not ſo far preſerve 
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us from the ſad effects of thoſe impurities, which not only efface the i im- 
proſliqns of moral recitude, but alſo prey on our very vitals? , 
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The temptations to which young women are expoſed. The. infamous condut# of 


many debauchees. Complaints of women with regard to the laws of honor. 
: Vanity, and the love of admiration, great enemies to chaſtity. Opinion” of 


te want of principles in women, injurious. The cruel. nnn 


proſitutes. The dangerous ey "ey ee e eee in the cha- 


en, 
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T = H E 3 we examine Ws ſubject, the more e we hall fee how! tru- 
* n and aA conſiſtent, rn En _— 7 * 


ot the whole race of Adam, there —— none who Mad n Wrdah 


* T 53 o 


need -of afliſtance, than theſe unhappy women. Can there be greater 0b. 
jects of commiſeration, than thoſe thoughtleſs girls, who are hutried into 
ruin by temptations, to which they have been expoſed, againſt their" inten- 
tiont; and experience, as well as charity, bids us think there are nam, ins 

der theſe circumſtances. No woman, being young or handſome, cin be too 
ſecure; but youth and beauty are things, which we muſt not expect yy 
poſſelſors will conceal. The impreſfions of religion and modeſty goa great 
way, but if theſe young women! are not guarded by others, how ill qualified* 


do too many of them prove in guarding themſelves, eſpecially when they 
are ſurrounded by fnares, the moſt artfully, the moſt induſtriouſſy laid, by 


| thoſe who make a trade of warring againſt! then. Whew women of 


education, who are ſuppoſed. to be the guardians of their own, honor, welt 
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_ paſs, it is the greater ſhame; but the poor and ignorant are generally leſs 
ſecure againſt ſuch formidable ſeducers. What contrivances will not a 
depraved mind ſuggeſt to accompliſh its end? Where men are endowed | 
with ſuperior faculties, and poſſeſs all the advantages which education and 
fortune afford, if they will — their honor to n their e ma- 
: "—Y — nnn | | 
"he Minto of fortune ww . ths rights of monkind, But . a 
man forgets the great law of doing as he would be done by, it is not ſurpriaing 
pi ſhould debauch bis neighbour's daughter, at the very time that an offer 
of marriage with bis own, would be deemed the higheſt inſolence: yet ſuch e 
are the inconſiſtencies men fall into! And what can be ſaid of thoſe who | 
N to honor and juſtice, a and yet, after gratifying their inclinations, ex- 
poſe her to every kind of . 5 whom they e che n ove ? 


12 11. 3 2 * 


* many are at} by promiſes, or by SHO which men of * n 
derſtand as promiſes, ich they never intended to fulfil, or do not in the feaſt | 
regard. We muſt acknowledge this to be a common evil, but the commoneſs 
of it does not change its nature in the leaſt. II the conduct of the gentle- 
man is of a worſe tendeney to the general welfare, than that of the horter, 
he is lo much a wotſe member of ſociety :, and it is not enough that theſe 
 Ugſators, of the divine law, muſt expect a day of retribution, it is the part 
of; FE. virtyous, and truly brave, to maintain t the warfare of life, that where | 
iniquity en en the ed des r not be * e ae. 
od mtl vile 1s ITE sg 1 © ; 603 ob 
But whilſt women — adds of the TPO, of men, in ate | 
the means of gratifying themſelves at the expence of their miſery; they .. 
5 not murmur, that the Jaws 1 donor, in regard to chafti ity, are fo 
— — much 
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much leſs rigid towards 
very plain; nor does it in t leaſt preclude the due conſideration of * 
buman nature is, more than what the duties of religion are. 


if ** is the — — of accountable * that ſtate of 
| life which renders, virtue the moſt eaſy, is the bet. Therefore if fear, and 

a ſenſe. of ſhame, operate as ſtrongly as any other paſſions, it muſt follow, 

ay in proportion as women are more awed by fear and ſhame, than men, 
they are more bappy than men. She who argues from the conduct of men, 
as if example could warrant libertiniſin, contradicts reaſon and common ſenſe, 
as well as religion, Therefore, upon the face of this argument, however 
unequal the judgment of the world may ſeem, it would be dangerous to ſo- 
licit for a reverſe of it. And whatever may be thought, by thoſe who are 
more inclined to find motives for deviating from the paths of virtue, than 
good reaſons to walk ſteadily in them, it is more eaſy to imagine, than ex- 


| preſs, the effects of a change of cuſtom and opinion, even upon this very 
principle, bat the crime in . is, inthe * of God, the ones in both 


1 48588 


N The remedy of this evil is, in ſome meaſure, in our 2 If hat if 
as much pains was taken to impreſs the minds of the female world with juſt 
_ notions of their condition, and how to deport themſelves with humility, as 
there is to feed their vanity, we ſhould not ſee ſo many victims offered to in- 


_ contitiency. Vanity, and the Joue of admiration, have hurried more women. 


into perdition, than all the other devices of the devil, or man. Adulation 


intoxicates men, but admiration turns the brains of women: and fond notions 


of dominion, have often perverted their hearts, , till, like zyrants, they abuſed 


their real fer. and fell a ſacrifice to thoſe whom they might have go- 


C | verned. 


n, than to their own ſex. The diſlin&ion „ | 
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vurned. Beuury ſeldom fails of ſucceſs, if it is attended with good ſenſe 
and medeſty. The Tralians ay, @- bandſoms girl is born married: s bur 
this is nn rue of the nn and Rill Teſs ol the cad 6 i SPA 
In thieing e ecke back to Wet dar it Nerd very: reaſonable to Tonelude_ 
that many of theſe -unhappy proſtitutes, might have been in the full enjoy- N 
meent of all thoſe comforts which their natural advantages would have af- - 
forded them, had they been properly conſidered by men, and well Hrucled. 
By this means they might have been reconciled to the condition in Which 
providence had placed them. Some men entertain a ftrange notion that 
women, in general, are governed only by fa aſhion and  caprice, and from 
hence impute their virtue, not to principle, but to mere chance. If this were 
true, one might aſk, from what cauſe it ariſes, fince it is certain, that wo- 
men are rational and accountable, the ſame as men? If the father is wiſe; 
though he need not give them ſo much learning, he will inſtil as great and 
noble ideas in the minds of his daughters, as in thoſe of his ons.” It is not 
my buſineſs, at preſent, to enter ü pon the ſubject of education of 'the Poor 5 
or rich, nor to find out how faulty that of our women is: that there are 
5 many miſtakes committed i in it, is beyond all diſpute ; but it would be but 
fait to ſay, how men generally at? for from hence we may beft learn'what 
principles tbey have. When the defire of popular opinion, or the means 
of gratifying their paſſions and appetites, interfere with the le of right; how 
do they generally behave?” They bought always to think it their ſupreme 
happineſs even 70 die in defence of virtue; but, is this the cafe ? — Men, in 
the fooliſhneſs of their hearts, are alſo often apt to entettain an opinion of a fu 
2 over women, very different from that which the author of nature 
has appointed. It ſeems to me that, for want of a ptoper de pany 
. for women, as creatures equally valuable, i in the fight of God, with them 
wives, 
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"x juſtice to hs fecal world, may it not as be ah at. i if y virtue 


50 not the fame charms t to captivate "their hearts, and religion the fame 


power to create A deteſtation of vice and folly in their minds, as in men, 's? | 


With re reg ard” to en" who have wandered from the paths of virtue, let 


thoſe Who have examined only the foul corners of the heart, or pryed only i 


into the darkeft ſcenes of iniquity, argue as cogently as they pleaſe, even 


from real facts, they maſt i in their turn indulge others, who know alſo from 


experience, that there is a native ingenuouſneſs i in the minds of many of | 
theſe oben thatic inclines them't to with for the 2 means of repentance, COINS 
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Ve and Hinds takes off ſome part of the force >, miſery itſelf, Jad the 


heart, "which does not burſt with a ſenſe of i injuries, may become callous and 


inſenſible of them. If this were not the c aſe, many of theſe proſtitutes 


would ſee themſelves the moſt abandoned of mankind. They would diſco- 


eee * 


ver the ſtrange extravagance of revenging upon themſelves, the crimes of 2 
others; 5 or if they imputed their misfortunes to their own indiſcretion, 


they would find but very little reaſon to live i in infamy, merel) 7 becauſe their 


own Paſſions firſt betrayed them. | Many a poor girl might have ſhewn on 
power over him, who i 18 now an idle ſpectator of her miſery : and many a one * | 


has been deſerted by her friends, becauſe they thought only of the crime, 


whilſt the world judges and condemns w with ſeverity. Thus left 1 to 
Arch ggle with the tyranny of bawds, and the inſolence of debauchees ; ; followed 


by a train of evils, infamy, poverty, and di eaſe, what can be the conſ Juence 


but a miſerable death, unrepenting of their fins, unlamented even by their 55 


partners in iniquity ! To enumerate inſtances, on the preſent occaſion, is 
; 0+: not 
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dot proper, nor are they in the leaſt, neceſſary, ſince it is no ſecret, either to 
"he virtuous or the vicious, that many proſtitutes are in a worſe! condition, 
than even the brute that periſhes. Every other animal | is obedient to his ap- 


petite, but appetite has frequently no ſhare in the promiſcuous commerce of 
theſe women, —— Harlots are, in no country, treated with ſuch groſs in- 
dignities, as in this, ſo that one would almoſt wonder, how it happens that 
the ſame pride, which led them into the ſnare, does not induce more of . 
1 them to forſake their evil courſe, at all hazards, —— Every one who con- 
fiders the ſubje&-muſt lee, from this fingle circumſtance, how much theſe 
: unhappy women are enſlaved by their bad Lit, * 


As there is no nation which carries every thing that | is 1 as 6 as 5 
every thing that is virtuous, higher than this, ſo there is, 1 believe, 


no city in the world, where ſuch rank enormities prevail, as in this great 
metropolis. —— There is an elegancy i in vice as well as in virtue, and 
though it is the more dangerous, i in ſome reſpects, on this account, yet ſtill 
it is a ſafe-guard againſt thoſe diſorders to which a brutiſh and profligate 8 
life expoſes mankind.— There i is alſo a certain delicacy of manners eſſential 
to gad order; and the diſtinctions which the ſexes ſhow to each other, is 
one great means of ſupporting that order. How dreadfully are things trans- 
formed with us! —We frequently ſee theſe women treated like digt, and we hear 
| thoſe tongues, which the God of nature deſigned ſhould ſoften the difireſſes 
: of human life, and give a reliſh to its joys, uttering the highs eft indecencies, 
and the moſt dreadful imprecations ! At the ſame time we acknowledge, 


that theſe young perſons are born in a Free country,. where pure religion i is 
profeſſed ; that many of them were educated i in the principles of virtue; that 
all of them are- entitled to the protection of men, and moſt aſſuredly in- 
tended * the wiſe and beneficent Father of mankind, as their ens, in 
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the ſocial joys of life. can we then turn. the glaſe,/ and.behold them. the 
abject /loves of an abandoned procureſs, ſold. both body and  ſoul-for bull. a 
: crown, without — i with a * A for ene bu 
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We ay ow 8 05 eee are, who are . ates 
ed. But this is not the only object: your inſtitution calls on us to conſider 


_ ſeriouſly, with regard n comforts, and the. blau expeRatior 


nicious contrivances.of bawds. Whilſt theſe miniſters. of Lucifer 1 are N 
ported in ſplendor, it is no woke the victim to luſt ſhould be ornamented 
with elegance, and taught to practiſe all the blandiſhments which can infatuate 
a young man's mind. Her ways do, literally, lead to the grave. Nor is the de- 
ſtruction of health, or even the loſs of life, the greateſt evils; which hap- 
pen: the expenees created by ſuch illegal commerce, are oftentimes followed 
by the ſale of a man's bonar. Among men of meaner condition, whilſt 
ſome become ſacriſices in che hands. of unſkilful, ſurgeons, others, being 
. no og able to e by. fair means; the extravagance. of bad women. 
commit rate actions, which bring them to untimely 
pero bs "ſt qa of . and 1 believe it will be found, Om 
no tri: en wor in three are in theſe renne. 133 a 
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| Thers i is ke a more. melancholly os | in . þ 7 —The agonies * ten- 


ol As parents do not uſually riſe ſo high for their ſons, as for their daughters; 4 


and though it is a fad truth, the fear of everlaſting puniſhment generally makes 
a much fainter impreſſion, than the dread of temporal evils. In the firſt 
caſe, the diſtreſs i is equal with regard to both: in the 14%, the parent and 
the daughter are indeed the moſt pitiable! If we ſee her deluded by the 


intrigues. 
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Ir, ne mT en un Follow dai gh 
track, from guflf to dige if ve behold her larigaith 
complaint, and NAT fobjeRt to cite ur tri WA N Lee ſtreſs, „ 
who leaps over all the boundaries of humanity, to gratify her owt) 1b. py 
_ Hiable avarice, what a whats ſcene does it exhibit! Let us even exclude the 
.enouphts of an here. gun mut it ereate in his breaſt, Who 
5 eee ee if” he- all as à parent too! Who can be 
a oareleſe"ſpettator; even id imaginuion, of ſo noble a. part of thelwork- 
man wa dete edel wh ſuch! greſt indignity, andatiring undet dir 
cumſtances ſo hon to humanity, that they weuld draw ure even 
wee pe 1 nnn oc when on gi r I BaSingq | 
ttt an is hf 2814 onadonss DAE 5." WY G 
It h 66 well Erbert, hüt many 00 v held 18 er to a. 
geevo by en ada 3 ae 1 this is the eaſe with great nuinbers of pro- 
Kitutes in their ſeveral degrees. Even the Seat part of "thoſe who are 
N pampered in private en be ö n ſeldom prudenee to make any reſerve fic 
Aa retreat; and if they do not felt by an earh death; before they feel the utmoſt 
milety of this iti," "icy fie condemned rb dukeſt the Mete, "where 
they ſpread contagion through a nuch greater part of both the ſexes, than is 
generally imagined ; and many a virtuous woman has felt the dreadful & | 
fects of her huſband's'irt > ularities,—If then dye take in the whole ſcope of 
your deſign, it is pregnant with ſo many great and good effects, that all 
arguments againſt it . as mer ap = Jo wer: hos randy be found 25 
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o fru ” the name of 120 inflitition. Reflexions on the t time of commencing 
this work. All charits es aber 2 abuſes. The ſever ral objeftions to tb 
anf fbr.  Neeeſfly of confining this charit ty to penitent profitutes, Bad 
omen not irreclai mable. "Kind: of perſon: ons who - will wad: take ' refug ug un- 


1 * 13624 Fa nat $2544448 
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ITHERT Ol have dwelt upon the general motives to eſtabliſh 
A your magdalen-houſe ; I will now be more Rig W; Pres. give 
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| me leave to take notice of the name of dof charity. It does not Keafkiet 
li 


me that Mar ry Magdalen was deficient in point t of chaſtity, as 1s vulgarly under- 
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f ſtood, 1 ratherfnagine ſhe v was not. It! 18 certain, ſhe v was a lady of diſtinioh, 
and of a great and noble mind. Her gratitude for the miraculous Cure per. 
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formed upon her, was ſo remarkable, that her ſtory i is related with the 
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greateſt. he nor , and. the will ever ſtand f fair | in the records of of fame, Four 
charity requ ires. A zeal | like hers: FW." are her ſeiples, and the drdication 
of your twſtuution to o her memory, is entit ely conſiſtent wich the honor, due 
to hes ch and, in this light, bo name more proper could be gi- 
n iq, Mucho 13 un. Wa ith Lagetab ent e meer 7 i land 194% 
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As to your lun, no · bod expects to N it perfected aids 


he, trial is as new in this country, as the defign is picus; and it wall, "Wh 
more caſy to add what is neceſſary, than to annul that, which, upon trial, 
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or" war. 
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ue bent nene ws „ however pretty in ther, 3 
in execution ſeldom * the enden intended. | cok 


The time in which you begin this good work, is alſo a circumſtance that 


ſtrikes me, and preſages good to the undertaking. Without indu'ging any 
 entbufiaſtic opinion, methinks there is more than a concurrence of common 
i cauſes, to induce. you to. make the attempt at this juncture. As war . 
ſatily occaſions, devaſtation, we are called. on to think of the proper- | 
eſt means 'of ſaving. as. many lives as. poſlible. To do this in ſuch a 
manner, as religion and good policy point out, each in his reſpective province, 
requires almoſt as much {kill and reſolution, as even the arduous affairs 


9 
* 
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The omniſcient God only knows what the event of the preſent 3 


| will be It is true, many clouds are diſperſed, but many are till gather- 
Ml ing : and there is much reaſon to believe, that rivers of human blood 
may yet be ſpilt, before the affair is every where decided. To think like 
men, will not prevent our acting like warriors. Our tranſgreſſions are nu- 
merous, but heaven, perhaps, will take the ſide of this defenſive wa-: 
and let us imitate the example of thoſe troops, amongſt whom piety is an 
ceſſential part of 4; ſeipline, and who are carried on by ſo noble a kind of 
military enthufiaſm, that it ſeems as if heaven and earth appear to them but 
as one object. You are now engaged in a domeſtic affair, which, how- 
ever trivial it may appear to ſome, demands the fleadieft reſolution, the 


* 


pureſt : zeal, the moſt ſeraphic benevolence, And ſince all the deeds of 
men are regiſtered in the books of heaven, let us at once ſolicit for favor to 


our arms, and for mercy for our offences. Let us eſtabliſh a charity, un- 
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known'ts our forefathers, even im the -beſt of days. Wo ein ſnl ths 
_ oP" vu ! it 8 la or the "ng vn it — 4 menen vel. 
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10 are A wk at 8 webe to ſome 3 


4 4. J. 


but, confidering the cvrrupt fte of the pec 


ſtoned to death as an enemy to religion, and his country.” Things are 
ſometimes more 4. Neult to execute, t than was imagined ſo are they 


frequently more eaſy too, than was conceived, If we indulge ourſelves in 


 refintinents; inſtead of correcting what we find amis, we may beivilder; bur- 


ſelves in fruitleſs reſearches, without rendering our moralt, or our pnlitics, 'H 
in any degree the better. The preſent object of your attention will no more 
admit of empty ſpeculation, than of a, /anguid indifference: we muſt in- 
tereſt our hearts, as well as our beags, or we ſhall never carry ſuch a buſineſs, "A 


0 dur a becoming alacrity. This we owe to the immediate ſervice 


of theſe poor women, and moreover, it is our duty to convince other nations, 


as well as ourſelves, that we are e of . n we ed 
gh to undertake. HJ; 
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tis e eee ; but it ſeems neceſſary to take notice, on this oc 


caſion, that every effort out of the ordinary track, to ſupꝑort the cauſe of reaſon 
and religion, appears to ſome people as an ex/ravagant attempt; though, in 
reality, the extrauagance conſiſts in their paſſive deſettion of the intereſt of rea- 
en and religion. A cloſe adherence to ſome political principles, however well 
grounded i in obſcryation, not only deprectates human nature,. but betrays us 

6 © into 


a wes; ade x 
know that you are armed ar all points. Nothing is per feck in this world; 

eople of this land it is amazing 
with what" a purity of conduct, many public charitable inſtitutions are con- 
ducted 3 and whoever” draws: any coneluſion from the evils they are ſubject 
to, that there ſhould be no ſuch charities; will ſurely expoſe Himſelf to be 
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| into anopinion, that our efforts te obey ſhe laws of God, in corte 


are d ridiculous. It is thus mem loſe their reverence. flax humem 
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to be ſubd 
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nivite; they firſt ſteel their hearts to a ſenſe of human miſery ; and the 
become caſyi. to. leave reaſon and: religion to take care of 
e, politicians ſhould remember, that was there nothing 


more in view «how political. prudence,” with regard to the increaſe. of the 
ſpecies, and the good order of the ſtate, there is the utmoſt reaſon to check 
the progreſs of this ſpecies of; iniquity. For, as matrimum is the moſt 
certain means of augmenting the number of people, and! the trueſt oetnent 
of civil ſociety, wh en. Fre ee it is n. na wu 
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pen! — think fr nnn we be * m e 


preuaib on this ocaſion: in honer te the good ſenſe, as well as the piecy of 


chis nation, we may obſerve; that there has been no wir difptayed againſt | 
the deſign; but fuch as is below notice. The difficulty that arifes in ſome 


Feious minds, from a ſuppoſition that idleneſs and debauchery are habits not 


Granting that mankind are generally ſo Toft to a fenſe of their own im- 
| fortance, as to repent more of their follies, than of their „ns, and rather 
_ wiſh for the means of gratifying their paſſions, than for that kind of life 


:& by a fimple, regulur, and Jaburious life, is am argument which 
proves too much; it is ſaying, theſe habits cannot de ſubdued at all. And 
thoſe who do not yet favor your charity, from an opinion, that although 
whoredom is confeſſedly productive of the greateſt miſchief, yet'that i it is a 
neceſſary evil; even theſe, I fay, will, upon mature reflexion, learn, from 
their own principles, if they can find none better, to draw concluſions in 
behalf of ſo humane, ſo-benevolent an undertaking as yours. 


. 


which renders virtue moſt eaſy to be acgquited: granting all this, is it not 


reaſonable to think, that the eſtabliſhment of a charity of this nature will, 
in the iſſue, be productive of great good? The principle you ſet out upon, 
of introducing young women to a life of pity and induftry, who have been 
uſed to a life of ſcandalous #mprety, and ſhameleſs idlaneſi, muſt make (inde 


Proofs of Tineerity are given, as you demonſtrate. * Fo ſuppo 


well ſuppoſe, that men will ſquander their fortunes in hopes of an alms-bouſe”; 
or break their legs becauſe there are Surgeons, as that women will become 
profieates, becauſe the mean of Tabor and Sc are e offered them, 
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The religion of Chit is v dinge by that kind of day, d "— 


leads us even fo wiſh 70 die for the Service of mankind : it teaches its vo- 
tales to be all things, tall nen, in hopes of winning fome * and it 5s a as Cer 
tainly true, that the tears of virtue have more charms to captivate the 


hearts, of thoſe who really love her, than the loudeſt peals of laughter to 
exillerate their Hirits h. TOP. 1 how . mall enjoy d the e pteſeit 
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T be ſeeming difficulty that is ſlarted, 3 1 if it is ane that 


a girl muſt be 4 proſtitute, in order to be qualified fer your charity, is 
by aſking another queſtion: am byſpital is erecieu 


beſt anfwerec 
For ſetting broken limbs, would you receive into it, her 'who- only complatns 


of 4 fever? I apprehend, the end and deſign of your inſtitution will 
* Too priveited, if it 5 bot ee reſerved for wy who call 


7Y q 15 D Dinge 21 11 them 


preffions even on their minds, who will never come within che walls f 
your houſe, as well as on thoſe who will become the inhabitants of it. There 
is” ſomething epidemical' in virtue, as well as in vice, eſpecially when ſuch 

e that any body | 
will be the worſe for your charity, 18 going a great way indeed : we may as 


1 a 14 


themſelves, and really anpeab+ta/ibe, ripenting. praſtitutes. She who is het 
a proſitute, or not known to be ſuch, is ſuppoſed to have a charucter, and 
may be admitted to ſerve ina family, and, conſequently, is not à proper 
object of the care of your charity ; and, ſurely, no girl will become a prer 
Nitute, becauſe ſne may have an opportunity to repent of having been ſo; 
more, than women will deſire to become objects of charity, becauſe bread 
is ſometimes given at a rich man's door. It is alſo reaſonable to conclude, 
on thoſe only who have tranſgreſſed, and are really penitent, will, Jubmzt 
to appear as penitents; and, What is mote, to be cohfined ſiner the con- 
Pat. however ſhort it may Aren to be, can be eee only. d to 
thoſe who mean what they profe 8 dan n on 2209 


e rr » 
Oil How 
. + —_— | OY 


_ 


ee} 4 2104 2 31 4s 411 


170 * rt you, cnmtenance vie ETD you "reliepe the. vicious, is * 
ſurd, and as little true in Fact, as in the intention. Every one who wiſhes 
well to mankind muſt . fee, that, in reſentment of the groſs enormities 
committed, t the friends to this charity take the moſt effectual method to 7. 
cover thoſe. who, are enthralled, loſt, and undone. The law of Cad, Zeal 
for liberty, the love of your country, and the duty you. « owe to your fellow 
creatures, , earneſtly call on you to try the experiment ; and to * ce what car 
be dope for t their ſervice. We all know what great difficulties theſe unhappy 
women labor under: : and how very important your aſſiſtance may be, to 
ſuch as would repent, if they knew how to obtain, were it only a bare bei. 


„ 
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: Hans a the Pl women in di hath Jap 1 to fee 
Mt become the flaves, the mſeraple faves, of an. abandoned bad ; 
and is it to be conceived, that many. of them do not wiſh. to be ſet at liber- 
ty ? If a door is opened to them, is it not Probable that ſome of. them wall 
come in? Go, and fm no mare, was the ſentence. of the Savior of mankind, 
10 one who, it is ſuppoſed, was ſuch a penitent as yours may be. You may 
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Yay, come and learn how to repent,” Nu have done great miſchief to yourſelf, 
ud fo ey 5 we 0 78 108 to be bappy i in n and to 4% . ro 
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As to che kind of perſons who will vide petitioners for your _ 


you may judge by thoſe who have already offered thernſelves, beſore your 
doors ate opened; and it is probable, that the moſt intelligent and ingenuous 


girls, who have had ſome education, and | remain with ſome impreſſions of 
religion on their minds, or thoſe who are young in iniquity, will be the firſt, 


and always the moſt ready to accept your offer. When women are reſtored” 


to health, and diſcharged from hoſpitals, ſuch as contracted their diſeaſe 


by proſtitution, have generally returned to their former courſe, as a dog to 


his vomit ; but many of theſe, whether from a ſenſe of duty, or. "of ** 
will certainly accept the invitation which i is given them, 


There are other objects who will probably covet "ew retreat ; thoſe who 


Have parents, friend, or relations, whom they apprehend will be reconciled 
to them, whenever they ſhall give proof of their real repentance. By 


means of the Lock and other boſpitals many will have it in their power to 


preſent themſelves, not only as penitent prodigals, but with the more ſin- 


cerity of heart, as they will be free from pain and diſeaſe. She Who withes 
to return to her obedience to the parent of mankind, may ſurely: hope to be 
received; and ſhe who would make her peact with her natural father, 
and will purſue her own happineſs, may with equal propriety, by this means, 


really return to him and fay, © Father I have fined againſt heaven, and in 
| = fight, and am not worthy to be called thy child.” And will the not meet 


a kind reception? Will not ſuch a declaration find its way to his Heart # 
Wil he who can feel, though it were but a little, the power of religion, 
| | | N or 
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EL 


rhe: force of Parental Jove, rofaſe to receive Try Cun be, whoſe b 
not ſteeled to the impulſes of humanity, forbhear to ſympathiſe in tears of 
_ forgrveneſs, with tears of real repentance ? Under a conſciouſneſs: of paſt 
| guilt, ſuch confe un is ſurely as natural to the ſoul, as the evil which occa- 
pe: ſioned it was to the body.; and we may entertain the-higheſt hopes, that your 
cburity will be a means of reconciliog many u poor girl to her parents and 

her friends, who otherwiſe wor! be * oft en to her, PU. 
ws n Rod 7 Ko 
11 | | | 4 7455 | T0 
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4 Your deſign, in favor of penitent proſtitutes will, in time, weaken 
the influence even of thoſe who are not penitent; and let the number of pe- 
ditents be ever ſo ſmall, it will fo far leſſen the number of profitutes-in 
general. As an addition to the labors of the pulpit, and in oppoſition to many 
dramatic writers, you will give proof that laymen, as well as the clergy, in- 
| tereſt themſelves, in the cauſe of religion ; ; whilſt we convince the world, 
that we know our intereſt tao well as politicigns, to neglect any- means of 
7 ng 50 lives of © our. OS. or of promoting uſe 9 e 20 


Will it not ſtuike the hearts, even of the 3 prophane, 1 they lee 

| you ſhow an anxiaus concern for the immortal happineſs of your fellow- 

= creatures; and a pious reſentment of the diſtreſſes of theſe women? This 
will ſurely never create impenitence; nor render the evil you mean to cure, ; 
4 more fatal: ſuch an apprehenſion is not conſiſtent with any common principle. 

[| Though it is confeſſed, that we are the moſt ingenicuſſy iniquitous of any na- 
uon under the cope of heaven, to abuſe and frufrate the good intentions of 

| falutary laws, and pious inſtitutions; can any one ſuppoſe, that we ſhall 

vl 9 our enemies by W rae forces; or ſucceed the leſs in bat- 

Wo 255 tle, 
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tle, by uſing new engines of war, uiiherts uypradtſed, when the old me- 
thod of 1 has been found ſo 2 ? ws 
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To ſuppoſe that it is beyond the Ws of 2 en and zealous divine, 


to ns pre yo! women of the value of their, ſouls, would not be doing 
: chaplain, chuſs alſo N propriety the objetts. you | admit, AA We os to 
expect great good from the inſtitution. As the deſign is ſo peculianly cal- 
culated to inſpire theſe women with a ſenſe of religion, there is the 
utmoſt reaſon to hope, that many who are the objects of i it, will paſs 
the remainder of their days in ſuch a manner, as to draw down bleſſings 
on your heads; and whilſt it does the benefactors to this eharity great honer, 
it will do them greater pleaſure too, than they could derive from the higheſt 
indulgencies of their paſſions, or the moſt laviſh gratification of their va- 
nity. Proceed then cheerfully in the taſſt; if it proves arduous, the greater 
_m"__— FRA * oy to n. ww ſubſeride to the nme, of i it. 125 
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The common notion 1 of manks nd U with regard to arofitues. 27 50 chriflien world, 


particula rly a fi ngui ſhed for charities of « every kund. Te bumor . of 

bis nation for novelty. Inti tutions for the receptio on of penitent frofiitutes 

in Holland, Germany, France, Spain, and Tealy, The Folice 1 Rome. 
with b regard fo proflitutes. e 


[VERY nation has ſomething peculiar to itſelf : their genius, their laws, 
4 and particularly their religion, generally create a great difference in 
their manners and cuſtoms. Hence it is obvious, that an eſtabliſhment 
which is very conſiſtent in one country, may be abſurd in another. Yet, 
as human nature is ſtill the ſame, and the propenſity to ſenſual gratificati- 5 
ons differs very little, it is no wonder that there ſhould be ſome points in 
which men agree. With regard to the duties of humanity, we ſee that the 
moſt barbarous people, whoſe notions of the deic are dark and perplexed, 
ſtill think it their duty to preſerve their fellow-creatures, unleſs there ap- 
pears good reaſons for deſtroying any of them, and theſe reaſons are generally 
founded in the firſt law of nature, /e/f-preſervation. In all free and civilized 
ſtates, the firſt principle is, ſave your neighbour, if be bas not forfeited his 
4 ife to the laws, and you ſave yourſelf : and indeed, not to preſerve thoſe, whom 


it is in our power to preſerve, comes next in order to the actual way 
of them, 
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7 Ihe cbriſtian world is diſtinguiſhed by the moſt extenſive benevolence, at the 
* time that the religion of Chriſt enjoins a ſtricter purity, than is known 
under any other faith. The parabolical ſtory of the good. Samaritan, ; 
which ſtands upon ſuch honorable record, leads us to the trueſt know- | 
| ledge of the eternal obligations of Charity. The ggaveller was fallen among 
thieves : he was not queſtioned how it came to paſs, or if his own indiſ- 
cretion was concerned in it; he was grievouſly wounded, and in danger of 
periſhing, therefore this truly good man, thought it his duty to relieve him. 
No difference in faith, or country, no opinions in politics, influenced his 
conduct, it was enough that this traveller was a man, and in great diſtreſs, | 1 
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2 To bring the matter yet more home, let us conſider what the practice of other 
chriſtians is, in regard to public charities, for the relief of ſuch proſtitutes as 
are inclined to repent of their fins. — The genius of this nation leads us to 1 
be pleaſed with novelty, but it does not follow that when 01/4 things are erro- 
neous, or defective, new ones ſhould not be countenanced. We think ourſelves 
much wiſer than moſt other nations, yet, in regard to the ſubject before us, 
we are many years behind ſeveral of them. Motives of policy, as well 
as a ſenſe of moral and religious obligation, have erected many inſtitutions 
of this kind, which have been ſupported by ſome of the greateſt, and 
nobleſt minded perſons of both ſexes, in Italy, France, Spain, and ſeveral 
other countries. In Holland they have ſuch an eſtabliſhment, differing from 
the others, for it is not of the monaſtic kind, but there are ſome circum- 
ſtances relating to the conduct of it, which, in my judgment, do not re- 
commend it as an exact model to F 


In Amſterdam there are many houſes of labor: the Dutch ; a well 
how to employ the profligate as well as the poor. One of theſe houſes is 
| E 1 called 
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*called the Spinbujs. * Here the women work, and by that means more 


than ſupport themſelves. In a year or two, their faces, by the natural 


change of inhabitants in that country, are forgotten as proſtitutes ; and 


when they have a mind to come out, the character they have obtained in 


that houſe of ſobriety at induſtry, is allowed to be a ſufficient recommen- 


dation to any family. But there are other circumſtances which attend their ſt-. 


tuation: once or twice a year they walk in a kind of gallery, and appear, as 


ſervants do at a ſtatute fair, in the different counties of England. Sailors juſt 
landed, and who have neither time nor inclination for long courtſhip, often 
marry them; the fates give their conſent, and ſometimes a ſmall fortune ; 
and many perſons, from proſtitutes, have been made zoyful mothers of chil- 
dren. — In a year or two, if they chuſe to ſtay, all ill-natured ſtories die: 
and there are many inſtances of men, who have gloried i in thus ſaving the 
unfortunate. The author goes on and aſks, « How many parents, in an hour 


of kind relenting, might, by theſe means, find out their daughters again, 
- - which it would tire one out to do in this metropolis. Changing names, 


and places of abode, renders this impoſſible, and many a poor girl dies 


in an hoſpital, or a priſen, at the very inſtant her Friends are in a ſearch of 
i her, and wy to VIS: her home,” 


2. 


The inſtitution above mentioned has exiſted ever ſince 1 596. when the houſe 


was built by the regency. Many who were beggars, ot lived in ſtews, were put 


in here, and maintained at the expence of the city. The ſenſe of the inſcription 


over the door is, Do not fear : I revenge myſelf not, of the evil, but I compel 
to do good. My hand is ſevere, but my heart is friendly. 5. — In this build- 
ing are ſhut up different kinds of people, in different apartments; ſome to 


be puniſhed corporally for their offences; ſome only ſimply ſet to work for 


their debaueheries, as obſerved above. Here the Bible is read to them whilft 
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1 


they are at work; they alſo ſing pſalms and ſpiritual ſongs, and other means are 

uſed to eſtrange them from vice, and encourage them in virtue; but people 

are permitted to ſee them, for money, which I apprehend, in ſome meaſure, 

deſtroys the intention of the inſtitution. — Here are other private apartments, 

where young women, who are viciouſly inclined, are occaſionally ſhut up 
at the requeſt of their parents, till ſuch time as they ſhew tokens of repent- 

ance. I mention theſe particulars, not ſo much as a means proper for us to 
chaſtiſe the turbulent and vicious, as a practice adopted by a people, once 

famed for good diſcipline, as well as renowned in arms. 


There i is an order of penitents at | Merſaills, eſtabliſhed about the year 
1272. with a view to engage women, who had proſtituted their ho- 
nor, to return to virtue. In 1452 there was a foundation of the ſame kind 
at Metz. At Naples there was an order eſtabliſhed in 1314 (or as ſome 
writers mention, in 1324) for harlots, under the name of Magdalens.— 
About the jfteenth century, there was another eſtabliſhment of the ſame 
kind, commenced at Paris, for thoſe unhappy women who groaned under 
the crime of proſtitution, and defired to devote themſelves to heaven, and 
atone for their miſdeeds. Among others I find this remarkable circum- 
ſtance, that none were to be received after thirty-five years of age, This 
order was branched out, and we fee, ſoon after, there were Magdalens, and Mag- 
delanettes, at Rouen and Bourdeaux, being convents to receive theſe kind of 
ſinners, and four nuns of one of the firſt orders at Paris, were employed to 
regulate the conduct of theſe penitents. This proved fo laborious a 
taſk, theſe nuns were relieved from | time to time. In theſe places it 
was prohibited, under pain of excommunication, to receive any but real har- 
lots, Another order was founded at Seville, in 1550, for ſuch women as 
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had followed: a licentious 8. and, / being touched with —_—— were be- 
come. 1 9 > 

| 555 "AG b convent of this ſort was eſtabliſhed ſo lon g ſince as 626, dedi- 
cated to Mary Magdalen, who is confidered as the patroneſs of penitents. Pope 
Teo X. afterwards confirmed the ſame. Clement VIII. ordered, that all the- 
effects of public or private harlots, who died inteſtate, ſhould devolve to 
this monaſtery ; ; or, if they made a 40711, it ſhould be null, unleſs they be- 
queathed a fifth part of their goods, to this inſtitution. — There are cha- 


rities of this kind in almoſt every city in Lacy, and many others i in France, 


which need not be enumerated at preſent. It may, however, illuſtrate the 
ſubject, to take notice, that in ſome of theſe retreats there are of three di- 
ſtinctions; one of St. Magdalen, who make wows ; one of St. Martha, who 

are not admitted to make Urs z and one of St. . who are detained 
by force. 1 5 | 
a ee 06 may ſee what the practice of chriſtiant has long been in popi/h 
countries. Thank heaven we know, that the parade of papal vanity, 


is the genuine produce of groſs ignorance and ſuperſtition : but I appre- 


hend, that religion has not been the only motive; and in honor to the fe- 
male world, it muſt be remembered, that ladies of great fortune and di- 
ſtinetion, have had the moſt merit in the eſtabliſhment of theſe charities, 5 
It may be alſo preſumed, that the tenderneſs which the wiſe and benignant | 
author of nature has implanted i in the human breaſt, has had a great ſhare 
in every inſtitution of this kind. Nor does this paſfion, for ſo we may juſt- 
ly call it, predominate leaſt in thole, whoſe imaginations are the moſt chaſ- 
tiſed, or the deceptions of their fancy beſt underſtood : on the contrary, we 


find that the * vicious, whoſe paſſions, in general, are the leaſt zamed, have 
alſo. 
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by the conduct of the generality of men, with regard to Women in "the' in- 
ſtance of illegal e commerce. e . | 
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4k is, indsed, one 4 40 ablurd tenets of the Beds clue to """Y 
[WIN to make vows, and to ſhut them entirely from the world, whether 
their hearts ſhall afterwards ſubſcribe to ſach ſecluſion or not; but this is 
4 not the caſe jn all inſtances, even with that church, as appears from what 
I have mentioned above; and I am ſure it will not be the leſs agreeable to 
the purity « of genuine chriſtianity, nor the leſs confiſtent with the wiſeſt po- 
licy, | to afford theſe 1 unhappy women a temporary retreat, where piety may be 
ſupported by labor, and where che united force of theſe, will qualify them ef. 
fectually for both worlds. Here no Incenſe u will be offered, Mb the pure flames 
of devotion ; nor will ; any vows be required : it may be hoped, indeed, they 
will be inſpired with a reſolution to die, rather than abandon virtue, to which 
they profeſs themſelves to be votaries. Thus may they learn what it is to act 
ike accountable Being! When they return into the world, they will know 
how to hun temptation, and, however diſguiſed under ſpecious appearances, 
n they will fly from it as from the teeth of « ſerpent. . mp ſuch means they tay 
at length advance the cauſe of true religion, promote the welfare of their 


country, do honor to human. nature, and 3 for their ien and 
ven Kath ebmes, Kabi beam a look- forward ay ene are, 
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Thus have I collected theſe e ani drawn theſe cn to 5 


ſhew what the common ſenſe of mankind has been in regard to the 
means of repentance afforded, for this kind'of violation of the divine law. 1 
muſt now mention the police 1 in ſome of thoſe very countries. where ſuch: 

indulgence. 
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3 an Groml qo gy theſs + women are ee, or + tolerated 1 
and it is true, that they are under regulations, as a part of the police of 


that city, but not in the manner as is generally apprehended. | When 
a woman is detected, or known, to live, in this ſtate of licentiouſneſs, I 


338455 4: 


the is ſummoned before a  magifrate, who. declares the reaſon of it in 
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| You are nk of being quily 75 ' proflicution, . Fa making. a trade 
of 1 " "ao V. you are inclined to repent, you may be Severed into. the houſe of 
penitents, (a ) where you will be properly employed, and taken good care of. 7 
you will not accept of | this offer, and are detected Se n, you muſt enter your 


name at the public Eller, 46 4 profti tute, and be ſubjet 2 the Ros res 


5 een. for the N a. wh cb, | * will be are haſt fe, 


Kt, ro ou For not er 0 on any account, * in 4 9 dibrig ( } 5 

* vu ſhall not refuſe. am man who may aſe; you, except on ſundays or. 
lolidays 5 it muſt not be before | ſuch an hour, nor after ſucb an hour c. 

-3dly.” J 50 live on the ground floor, you are to take but one filing ;« en 
tbe. firſt four one n e and ren eee #4200 


ſhillings (4)si 2: IG} bine 3 1 by 18 nn Ann f h inn 765 | 
Athly. 2 i 5 rec tee a time . apartment, wag 5 


ſrucre penalties, which will be exadted of you, uþon nf mation. 
5thl y. You are not entitled to receive * benefit, on any 9 bet or periſh. 
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6thly. You have no right to appeal to Juſtice for any wu, or 7 debt ace 1 
cruelty excepted, 

"0 ly. Your oath ſhall not be vals; except in caſe of ne or murder. 

Sthly. Nu are not entitled fo any aſylum * except to be received 40 
hard labor. 


gthly. Du are to be ſubje8 to 1 future hows and ables as {may 5 
 bereafter made for the i encorrigit ble : and, 


_ Laftly. Yiu 6 are not entitled fo chrilian burial. 


Some of theſe articles, in a free country, would be thou ght hed terms, 
even for a proſtitute: but ſurely a perſon dying in a ſtate of premeditated 

proſtitution, ſeems to forfeit a title to chriſtian burial. Can the burial er- 
vice be read over ſuch a body? Our dearly beloved 2 departed in ſure 


and certain hope of a bleſſed reſurredtion, may be oonfidered as oe and 
certain ! mockery. - | 


How for the Tralians 2 to theſe rules, Ido not venture to pronounce, 
but this i is the light in which their civil and eccle efiaftical laws regard pro- 
Ntitution, It is is not effential 1 to my preſent. purpoſe to conſider any further, 
the nature of theſe inſtitutions, nor what were the motives to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of them : ou mean to fave a number of poor. helpleſs creatures from 
periſhing 3] ; to remove, fo far as the effects of your charity ſhall extend, 
one cauſe of the decreaſe, or” hindrance of the greater incrraſe of the peo- 
ple x of this land; 5. to exliploy” theſe womes in uſeful labor, and to habituate 
them. to 2 religiouslife and ſurely this is an moſt highly worthy of 
your attention, and will as ſurely entitle you TY applauſe of your kee. 
ubiects and citizens! © a> | 
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N idee is ens, 1 has s al "Y A 1 notion among us, "that | in 
Rome, and ſeveral other places, theſe women are licenſed, or tolerated; 
| and it is true, that they are under regulations, as a part of the Police of 
5 that city, but not in the manner as is generally apprehended. When 
= 2 woman is. detected, or known to live in this ſtate. of, licentlouſneks 

ſhe. is LY. before a magiſtrate, who declares che reaſon of j it in 
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5 of * 14 you are inclined to repent, you may be received into the bouſe of 

penitents, (4 2) where you will be properly employed, and taken good. care gf. V 

: ou will not accept of ; this offer, and are detected again, you muſt enter your 1 

name at the public regif 2 bY 46 4 'proflitute, and be abet to the | following re- 
f gulations, * the Trop hs whi cb, wad will be A 0 * 115 

1 25 ou PAP not. ter of on am account, 1 in a certain . Ai ( 4 "© 

50 7 Nu all nat refuſe am man who may aſt you, except on ſund 

5 uns it muſt not be before" fuch an. bour,. nor after ſuch an hour {c). ... 

Zzaly. 1f you live, on the ground floor, you are to tale but ANG on 5 

the firſt oor one Failing uta, and ee ee . e. 
filling (d). %o 

Athly. 55 . 1 one man at. a ; time to;your- apar 

feuer penalties, which will be exaZted of you, upon information. W 

9h 7 0u are not f excitied fo receive any ahh 1 ay __ or peri. 
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6thly. You have 10 right to *. to juſtice for any if, or r debt, ffs ; of 
cruelty excepted. Wy 


thly. Your oath ſhall not be valid, except in caſ of "_ or murder. 
Sthly. ou are not entitled to "oy 4 lum i ah ny to be received io 
hard _— 


gꝗthly. ou are to be e to fuch future lows and regulation, « as may be 
 bereafter made for the incorrigible : and, 
Laſtly. "You are not enti Ued fo chriſtian burial. 


Some of theſe articles, in a free country, would be thou ght hard terms, 
even for a proſtitute: : but ſurely a perſon dying in a ſtate of premeditated 
proſtitution, ſeems to forfeit a title to chriſtian burial. Can the burial fer- 
vice be read over ſuch a body? Our dearly beloved fiber departed in ſure 


and certain hope of a bleſſed reſurreFion, _ be cem as * and 
certain n mockery. | 
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e far the e ol to theſe rules, [do not venture to o pronounce, 
but this i is the light in which their civil and eccle fiaftical laws regard pro- 
ſtitution. It is not eſſential to my preſent purpoſe to conſider any further, 
the nature of theſe inſtitutions, nor what were the motives to the eſtabliſſi- 
ment of them: you mean to ſave a number of poor. helpleſs creatures from 
periſhing ;* ; to remove, to far as the effects of your charity ſhall extend, 
one cauſe of the decreaſe, or hindrance of the greater increaſe of the peo- 
ple of this land ;. to edtiploy” theſe women in uſeful labor, and to habituate 
them. toa religious life and ſurely this is an 
your attention, and will as e entitle you to 
ſubiects and eitzens! e 


moſt highly worthy of 
W applauſe of FOR: fellow- 
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Th inefficaty of aur laws. Liberty and. virtue interwoven. The ales of 

zealous magiſtrates. The infamous practi ces f keepers of bawdy-bouſes. 
The neceſſity of correfting this abuſe, in order to render this charity effettual. 
The advantage of giving "the penitents part of the produce of their labor. 
The utility of gi ving ſmall portions, or donations, upon the marriage of thoſe 
110% are reclai med.”  Hoſpi tals appropriated to the cure of venereal aiftem- 
Feri 1000 encreaſe in reputation, by means 1 this . der: aulit 

ot " extended 1% the ee and = ooh 5 


[T has been __ * how ir it is  adviſeable, duplo it were 
- practicable, totally to ſuppreſs proſtitutes. The ſubject is delicate, not 


neceſſary t to be diſcuſſed, and will hardly admit of a ſtrict examination. 
Let it ſuffice that it is, or ſhout be, in the power of the civil magiſ- 
| trate, to drive proſtitutes from the public ſtreets, and t remove e every dan- 
gerous e to the _unwary youth. | bis Oh 
As to othe inefficacy of on our - Foal, to 2 a ' reformation, it it is but too 
** from experience, which is the beſt, guide of life, that we want 
either ill to make, or virtue to execute, any 5 7 to anſwer the purpoſe 
in all reſpects; ; and, indeed, it is much eafier to tg „ach laws, than to 
frame and adapt them to bur religion and conſt ion. This gives us a 
ſtriking proof, that true religion, and true Polit cot be long ſupported, A 
they will ever be in a tottering condition, u oft the virtue of individuals 
comes in aid of them. 4 
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* is certain, that rods were wad: forthe backs of i ut de is alfo cer- 
vain that ſeverity of ſome kinds brings on as great evils as it cures, Are we 


really ambitious of being free ; let us then remember, that liberty and vir- © 
tue are twin-born, and deſcended from ' heaven at the ſame time: and that 


the inexpreſſible bleſſings which liberty beſtows on mankind, can be enjoy- 
ed no longer than we offer our devotion at the ſhrine of virtue: if once 
we totally neglect, or wantonly deſpiſe virtue, not even the ſmiles of mr 
ces, nor the /avor of the great, are half fo precarious as liberty. _—— If 
"proſtitution were puniſhed with death, ſhould we not think it ray? 
And yet even this would not totally cure the evil. The laws already i in 
being are inefſetubl; and it is much to be wiſhed, that ſome new law 
were made, provided it could be ſo well digeſted, as to fer betwixt the ex- 
tremes of lenity and ſeverity; but there are many inconveniences which 
free-born ſubjects will ſubmit to, of their own choice, that the notion of law 
would render inſupportable. 80 far as reaſor and religion have any power 
over the mind, your good work may be accompliſhed, without the authority 
of the civil magiſirate: and ſurely no body can pretend to fay, it is not 
poſſible that reaſon and religion can produce the end propoſed. Would 5. 
man laws be of ſufficient force, to prevent mankind from degenerating into a 
ſpecies of unnatural brutes, were religion, and the perſuaſtve calls of huma- 
nich, quite out of the queſtion? When theſe women, who offer themſelves as 
objects of this charity, are reminded that there is a God, and a fate of rewards 
for good, and of puniſhments for evil actions, after death, it will ſurely rouſe the 
attention of ſome of them: I ſay reminded, for it is to be feared that many, even 
of theſe, have forgotten what they were once taught, and that others 7 . g g 
ly of no r 15 


As to a 3 law to accompliſh a reformation, however neceſſary it 1 
may be 3 in the great view of correcting the vices of the people; in the caſe of 
3 5 f penitence, | 
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penitence, which is the true foundation on which your charity ſtands, 
to compel women to repent, is an abſurdity in terms. A vigorous exer- 
tion of power in a legiſlature, and the attention of good magiſtrates to 
their duty, do marvelous things, towards the reforming the manners of a 
people; but the. remedy againſt proſtitution is one of thoſe circumſtances, 
which, as I have juſt obſerved, depends ſo much on the virtue of individu- 
ali, that with us, who are unhappily ſo little awed by the fear of puniſh- - 
ments, we muſt undermine theſe works of Satan, or make a breach in them, 
before we can take them by ſtorm. Vour deſign may prepare the way for 
ſome law that is conſiſtent; and it will contribute to ſet the vigilance of the good | 
magiſtrate, and truly boneſt man, in the moſt ' amiable point of light: : he 
will now have it in his power to point out the rewards of virtue to the real pe- 
ment, as well as to hold up a rod for * puniſhment of the incorrigibli. is 


We RN but . out of 8 to ſee what W are in at pre- 
ſent. To ſay nothing of harlots, who figure at the top of life, whether 


theſe are more or leſs. dangerous, where ſhall we find ſuch an abandoned 


race as ſome of the lower ſoris, who infeſt the moſt public ſtreets of London 2 
The number of proſtitutes is, ſo great, in the evening, not to mention their 
various appearances. af. noon day, that we. ſhould doubt whether every fe- 
male we meet, is not an hare, if the women of this profeſſion were not 
generally diſtinguiſhed by their open follicitations to paſſengers, and a cer- 
tain efrontory in which modeſiy has no ſhare. It is true, they are ſometimes 
apprehended, but this frequently occaſions freſh iniquity, and another kind. 
of proflitution. How often the laws are rendered ſubſervient to the avarice 
of petty officers of juſtice, is a fact more eaſy to be lamented than deſcribed, 
and of which many will complain, and few attempt to remedy the evil, 


FI | h 45 I have 
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| I have already deplored the ſufferings of theſe women, and the calami- 
ties they create; the immoral conduct of thoſe who tempt, and the infamous 
behavior of ſuchas expoſe the tempted to miſery. Without entering minutely 
into the numerous cauſes of the diſireſ of theſe women, it would be unjuſt to 
them, whoſe reformation we wiſh to ſee, not to take notice that the chief 
+ cauſe of the utter ruin of many of them, is owing to the infernal arts of 
the keepers of bawdy-houfes, who contrive that young women ſhall run in- 
to their debt for lodging, diet, and clothes; and then, by the terror of that 
debt, and the conſequences of it, force them to ſubmit to their helliſh 
g practices. It would be happy if a law were made to afford ſome ſhelter 
and relief, to open ſome room for theſe unhappy: creatures to eſcape from 
their ruin; for as the caſe now ſtands, the ſacred name of the law, is the 
* en of e and n which theſe bawds make uſe of. 


— 


If bee aſhdes — nya it is, were to do bite duty, in üer ma, 
ner, the bawd, inflead of being countenanced and protected, wonld hardly have 
: proer to purſue ber trade, much lefs to proſecute for falſe debts, or for ſuch as 
are not firitly-dae: It is well known, that there are a ſet of fellows, ſup- 
| poſed to be miniſters of juſtice, employed in enquiring after handſome girls, that 
are a little in debt, © and if they can contrive to buy up their notes, perhaps at 
« a crown inthe pound, they arreſt them, detain them at their houſe in quality 
« of a ſpunging-houſe, and make their property of them. The debt, perhaps 
of tao or three pounds, ſtill remains if they were to earn them a hundred 
pounds; ſo that they are never after, out of their clutches, till they are rot 
et ten ane unfit for ſervice, when they are caſt into the ſtreets,” Happy were 
It if a lau could be ſo contrived, without danger to good ſubjefs, that debts con- 
tracted to bawds, or in notorious bawdy-houſes, ſhould be conſidered as 
debts contracted at play. The propoſition En to be equally conſiſtent, 
oil F 2 and 
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and it mighticheck, if it did not prevent ſuch lawleſs practices, under the 
ſandjon of the laws. And if thoſe women were upon their guard, fo as 
not to give their notes of hand, it would be a difficult matter to prove, 
that a bawd truſted a whore, for a good purpoſe. But, alas, of all the daugh- 
ters of Eve, theſe girls are the leaſt conſiderate; col p in their departure from 
virtue, and, of poſſible, ſtill more Fooliſh, in not knowing how to make 
vice inſtrumental to their ſupport; a prey to the debauchee, and the 
mercbandixe of the artful pimp, who triumpbs in their credulity- It 
is undoubtedly à leſs crime againſt God, and the fate, to take a 
purſe, than for one of theſe bawds to enſnare a poor girl firſt, and then 
plunge her into priſon for a debt, the value of which, perhaps, has been 
paid ten times over. This is an evil, which you will, ere long, have greater 
knowledge of; and, I hope, you will be able to obtain ſome remedy for it. For 
if theſe keepers of bad houſes, find means to force women to continue pro- 
ſtitutes, they will be enabled to declare open war againſt your inſtirution, in par- 
ticular, as they now ſet at defiance all laws in general, buman and divine. If 
theſe practices are not ſuppreſſed, the attempt to relieve theſe wretched wo- 
men, will require ſo much the greater attention, As to the bawds taking 
much pains to miſrepreſent the nature of your inſtitution, 1 have too much 
| reaſon to believe they have done it, and will continue to do it; but we may 
hope, that thoſe who have any ſenſe, will not be talked out of it, or their good 
inclinations fruſtrated 'by perſons, whoſe profeſſion it is to decei ve, and who 
having bargained for their ſouls with the father lies, the more company 
they: drag with them into the regions of darkneſs, they ſeem to think the 
leſs miſerable they Shall be. May beaven e them till * become virtuous l. 


You will foon difoones + wah a true 3 of wut i it requires, to * 
the udhappy proſtitutes. from Slavery ;to reſtore them to the arms of their af- 
flicted 


flicted "_ and to fender them a comfort to their relations and friends; 
And if you can thus defend the Jaws #f God, you may alſo recover 
us, in ſome meaſure, to diſcipline, and obedience to legiſlative authority, | 


which, Fa Ar en to wn 9 has pipe been at a low ebb un common e 


; them of the benevolence of your intention. Some time, however, wilt be 
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Let ade be Hunting to ene your 9 ign effectual to the 61 6 pro- 


poſed ! | If reaſon, if perſuaſion ; if the moſt ſuitable encouragement, can make 
any impreſſion; if the hopes of cafe in this world, or of bappinieſs kts 


next, can engage the attention of theſe women, I know'you will convitice 


neceſſary to perſuade them how well you mean; and it may be hoped, they 


will at length learn that virtue, in a plain garb, with health and a'' ſober 


diet, is preferrable to being dreſſed up like ſheep for the altar, and of fa. 


en ul the dreadful WOO of an ip life. 


As you topos to give each a part of the ab of her labor, and in- 


tend that thoſe who behave well ſhall have a bounty alſo, it may be hoped, 


they will find the greater reaſon to thank God for their deliverance. It is 


alſo probable, that many of thoſe who are real converts, will, by their la- 


+ bor, piety, and modeſty, and their charatter i in conſequence of ſuch quali- 
ties, recommend themſelves to good huſbands ; ; for it is very eafy to Conceive, 


that the agreeableneſs of many of theſe women, added to their ability to 
ſupport themſelves, will tie the bands of ſocial affection much ſtronger, 


an is > uſual i in common n life, "wee neither piety 0 nor _— are bu, avg 
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As there is joy in heaven over A ſinner that repenteth, hers ought to be 


joy on earth alſo. We lament the loſs of 'a good man when he leaves this 


were, but we ought to ſhudder at the death of the unrigbteous. It is this 


(461 


only which. gives a deep, uanguiſn of ſoul to hitn whoſe ideas are enlarged, and 
who looks. beyond the narrow verge of life. When you ſee, theſe women 
reſtored to a true ſenſe of virtue, you may conſider them as riſing from the 
grave, and ou may ſafely ſhow all the indulgence which the nature of your 
undertaking will admit of. If by any act of munificence you can put them 
in a way of ſettling comfortably in the world, your charity will ſhine with re- 
doubled luſtre, This leads me to mention, what notions haye been entertain · 
ed by ſome of the greateſt and. beſt of men, in regard to the encouragement of 
marriage. The learned Eraſmus thought the giving dowries one of the nobel 
kinds. of charity, and bequeathed certain ſums of money to it. And the 
ingenigus baron Holberg. who was alſo greatly diſtinguiſhed for, his merit, 
eſtabliſhed a fund for that purpoſe, and without doubt, he died with much the 
greater pleaſure, in the reflexion that he ſhould be inſtrumental in making 
ſome young ladies the happier, in that ſtate, which it is no indignity to 
them to ſuppoſe, moſt young women wiſh to be. His legacies were con- 
fined. ta the g/t virtvous part of the lex, and conſequently to render them 
more happy, than they were before : you plead for thoſe who, were lo fp, and 
are found, with a view to alleviate their miſery,. and render them uſefol, 
And ſince pleaſure chiefly conſiſts in an abſence of pain: and as virtue is, in 
ſome degree, its own reward even with regard to this world; it ſeems. to be a 
higher object of the care of mankind, to relieve the diſtreſſed, than even to, 
ment the happinaſ which virtue has ſo Fong «- a title to. | 


** 


* the rows, of e as e ee —— will nd a WAR 
ous emulation amongſt the moſt virtuous ; ; may we not hope that it will be 
inſtrumental alſo 1 in reclaiming t the vicious Happineſs i is the common end pur- 
ſued ; and we may, point out, even to the moſt abandoned of mankind, 
what are the trueſt means to acquire this end. — We may alſo lay it down 

as 


1 


a8 an invariable maxim, that whatever tends to promote, amongſt the idle and 
diſtolute, a habit of induſtry which, t6 all appearance, will produee as great 
an advantage to the community, as the pecuniary conſideration which is gi- 
ven, to promote that induſtry, amounts to, will im the iſſus be highly bene⸗ 
ficial. But, if to induſtry we add the means of preſerving life; the improve- 
ment of moral virtue, and the exerciſe of religious duties; it is, in fact, 
only making uſe of a few good things of a kfſer value, to acquire more good 
things of a much greater value: and where care is taken to prevent a- 
buſes, this muſt be productive of the greateſt benefit, f fcems abfurd tb 
entertain a jealouſy, that whillt we feel the ſad effects of any certain vice, that 
the encouragement of a virtue of an oppoſite nature will promote ſuch "ow 
and oats but Viriue' sud entitle — t ſuen an ee qe 
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A m n being Bas given to fach limes Nee, as wry in piety, 
;nduftry, and a ſubmiſſion to a regular oeconpmy, it will certainly prepare 
the way to their being married to honeſt and induſtrious men. The happy 
ends which will be obtained by ſuch a bounty, given to the virtuous, with a. 
view to prevent the propagation of miſery and bad example, erm to be too 
obvious to need any farther illuſtration; for, if thoſe; who Have been a nu- 
| fance; become uſeful: members to Weiety and they receive the rewards of 
virtue as they now receive hire for being vicious, the ent of true Policy, 
and true charity, will: be anſwered in the higheſt, and moſt : Proper. man- 
ner, and the ate will be et "_— the FOR: 


1 hich from your BOY that 005 not inten Tbs the diemper= 
ed till cured, nor the aged, but only ſuch as have been pro/titutes, and be- 
ing yet in the prime of life, are in danger of returning to their evil 
courſe; and alſo deſirous to become induſtrious; and aboveall, ſuch as ſeem to 


have 
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have a ſenſe of their guilt, and earneſtly with to give proof. of their repents 
ance. Under theſe circumſtances, it will be hardly poſſible your eſtabliſn - 
ment can degenerate into « a Lock Hoſpital, as ſome imagine, more than it 


rden luuuſe, and, leaſt of all, a boule of corre2tion 


1 and it to ont aden ify you can by any other means have 10 fair | 
an opportunity of diſcovering the real character, and diſpo/ition.of ſuch ob- 
jects of your charity, as come from hoſpitals, as in the very place where they 

have been curedWF their diſeaſes : and if, during the time of cure, thoſe 
who are candidates for your beneficence ſhould not be ſeparated from thoſe 
who do not ſo much as pretend to leave off their iniquity ? If an able divine, 
who knows how to recommend religion, is alſo employed in ſuch hoſpitals, 
the difficulty of accompliſhing your work, will every day decreaſe. — Hu- 
manity in preſerving their health when recovered; piety in taking care of their 
cult; policy in promoting uſeful induſtry, will then keep pace with thoſe chari- 
tes, OA are ſo well calculated to Lt of thelc unhappy e. 


" Wa hoſpital eſtabliſhed his the cure of venereal Aiſcaſes, and latter | 
that which is appropriated to this purpoſe only, will derive a ſanction, and 

increaſe in reputation, in proportion to the number of patients who become 

penitents, and after they are cured prove an honor to ſociety, Thus we ſhall 
make one inſtitution ſubſervient to another, and render ſuch hoſpitals ef- 
fectual, to every great and good purpoſe for which they were eſtabliſhed. 
They are already temporary expedients to alleviate miſery, but they cannot 
render the objects happy, in this world, much leſs can en ſecure the fr 
ny of the next. 


SECTION 
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The Arn conſequences of feedi ng the idle. The duty of hafiifng the 
vicious, and of encouraging the virtuous poor. The general duty of an 
active and induſtrious life. The advantages which may ariſe from the 
 feuful employment of young female orphans. The great utiliry of the Mag- 


dalen charity. Concluſion, with an invitation fo profes tutes to confider what 
their ftuation i is. 


ou will eaſily judge of the zeal with which I eſpouſe the cauſe 
you have adopted: but whilſt I am pleading in behalf of this 
pious inſtitution, it is neceſſary to take notice, that if there was leſs idleneſi 
among the working female poor, there would not only be fewer proſtitutes, 
but fewer beggars, and fewer thieves : there would likewiſe be a heavy 
expence in the poors-rate ſaved. — The indulgence of feeding girls and 


young women who do not work, isa mark of falſe tenderneſs, and ſome- 


times renders charities inſtrumental to debauchery. 1 have often heard 
talk of the great difference of the rates, between pariſhes where the poor 
work, and where they are idle: and one may naturally conclude, that 
many who are born to get their bread by labor, do really ſpend their days in | 
idleneſs. This 1 apprehend to be the caſe amongſt us, more than is obſerved 
in many other nations, and from hence ariſes the ſtronger reaſon to enter ſe- 
riouſly into the conſideration of your undertaking, even. upon tolitical prin- 
ciples. | 
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ii and nn have at all times ſuppoſed, that the fear of 
death, or confinement ; of compulſive labor, or corporal | correction, would 
either awe the wicked, and prevent iniquity ; or that the actual ſuffering of 
theſe ſeverities, would Morm all groſs enotmities. But it is a fact too well 
known, that the abufe of houſes of correction is carried to that pitch, with 
us, as to render them houſes of corruption, not of reformation. Hence it 
is probable, that you will ſucceed in the way you propoſe, rather. than 
7 by any compulſive means, which, to a Free people, may tender the remedy 

| as bad as the diſeaſe. | . 


* k 
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Notwithſtanding the mnutability of all human affairs ; e our 
changeable tempers, we are amazingly conſtant in the great article of pub · 
lic charities; and yet we muſt not pretend to much virtue, *till we pay more at- 
tention to that partwhichrelates to preryand induſtry, though leſs moneybe given, 

The jr/t will render the objects of theſe charities more moral, and conſequent- 
3 iy Teſs inclined to impoſe on their benefactors; the 7aft, will enable many of 
| them to get their bread without ſuch charitable aſſiſtance. Some charities, 
from their very nature, ought in all reaſon to decreaſe ; for, if acts of benefi- 
' cence do not create % want, and leſs miſery ; if thoſe who have been te- 
lieved once, ſhall for this and no better reaſon, conclude that- they have a 
right to be relieved again, the meaſure of ſuch moral obligations, between 
the rich and poor, will be confounded ; the virtue of the Donor wil pervert 15 
its own end, and create that very miſery which he intended to prevent. It 
is an obſervation but too well founded, that when the generality of the com · 
mon people have worn off a ſenſe of duty, and though able to work, are 
not aſhamed to eat the bread of zdleneſs, great miſery and abuſe of charity 
will creep in; and if corruption, and bad examples, turn panders to exceſs 
and luxury, many wants will be created, even among the poor, which have 


+. 


rio exiſtenee from neceſſity ; and which, otherwiſe, would have had no exift- | 


_- ence at all. But it is in vain to contemplate the evils which have made 
ſuch inroads upon us, unleſs we refolve upon meafures to prevent their pro: 
greſi. If the vicious poor were oftener chaſtiſed, and compelled to work, a- 
greeably to the great order of providence ; and if the virtuous poor were more 
timely relieved with gentleneſs and humanity ; if a conſtant artendance were 
given, and a greater exertion of ſkill Jhewr i in the oeconomy of pariſh 4 
fairs, we ſhould not find fo much money expended, ſeemingly in vain: 
there would not be ſuch enormous ſums devoted to charitable purpoſes, and 
yet our ſtreets abounding with objects, who are a ſhame to government, 
and a diſgrace to human nature. — It is a happineſs we enjoy in this com- 
mercial nation, where nature has been. ſo indulgent to us with regard to 
the fertility of the earth, that perhaps there is no country in the world, 
where the people may be ſo eaſily ſet to work; but, as our robes are great, 
ſo is the indolence of the oppulent; and, as onr kbervy is ſacred, liberti- 
OO a . of e einn ariſe from it. 


Men of Genetics FEY may ** as oy 1 ths will have 
their courſe : on the one fide, even riches, with indolence, and licentiouſ- 

' neſs, will certainly produce miſery : but, on the other, virtue, {kill, and 
vigilance, will ſhew their effects in preventing, or alleviating, the evils of 

life. It ought to be eonſtantly inſtilled as a ruling principt, in the minds of 
both ſexes, and of all ranks; that man is an a&ive being, anck if he is not 
taught to do good, he will certainly de miſchief. Lale is very jultly 
called the #087 of evil- in general, but it is particularly fs in the caſe f 
proſtitution, — Of all ſtations. in life, the moſt deplorable is that of per- 
ſons wha are brought up in affluence, and reduced to poverty, without 
any means of ſupport _ their own {kill and induſtry. This take to be 
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the caſe of many proſtitutes, who are the daughters of poor tradeſmen, 
or of clergymen of poor livings in the country, If, by means of your 


inſtitution, ſuch perſons learn to work, though they begin late in life, 
they may provide themſelves a comfortable ſupport. A woman who is 


miſtreſs of a trade, is a fortune to a huſband, and in caſe. of his death may 
provide for her children, as many widows do, who have had the happi- 


neſs to be educated in an induſtrious manner, and in the way which na- 


ture ſeems to have appointed for both ſexes, equally the ſame, though the 


object for employment is different. It has been often obſerved, that there 
are many. trades, now in the hands of men, in which women might do as 


well, and ſome which their natural ingenuity would enable them to carry 


on much better. 


The remedy of theſe evils has long engaged our thoughts, but war muſt 


teach us to be ſtrictly circumſpect. The ſzi/ful and the active muſt help to 
lighten the burthen of the rich, as well as of the-poor, and, by ſaving money, 
aſſiſt in the ſupport of the war, that, when it is happily finiſhed, we may be 


the better enabled to cultivate the arts of peace. Thus we may render our 
charities equally ſubſervient to the honor of Gog, the ſervice of the fate, _ 


the * and elernal welfare 55 our in eee 


With 1 to ad as are ara in a- of \bellig ana it muſt be 


confeſſed, that in ſome caſes it is more eaſy to prevent than to cure à diſeaſe, 
yet it does not follow, that ſuch cure is to be neglected. When the propo- 


fition was firſt made for an eſtabliſhment of charity-bouſes for friendleſs girls 


and repenting proſtitutes, they were juſtly diſtinguiſhed as two very different 
objects: and for as much as the denomination of #r:endleſs girls might take 
= wh crowds from oy: * of the ä the ſupport of which no 
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private ſubſcription could compaſs, the propoſal required much confideration.. 
It alſo appeared, that if the overſcers of pariſh work-houſes, and the guar- 


dians of charity-ſchools, were to do their duty effectually, and employ all 
young perſons, within their juriſdiction, in uſeful labor, there could be'no 


occaſion for any ſuch new inſtitution, It was for this reaſon, I preſume, that 
you reſolved to purſue the plan for ſuch relief of theſe women, as might re- 


cover and preſerve them, remembring that no proviſion whatſoever has been 


yet made 46 _ e there figs Oe be Jane, ces the moſt ee 


will pity. 


On the . * it is very nn that there are, in this great me- 


epa a number of young girls about the ſtreets, who can hardly avoid 
becoming the prey of lt, diſeaſe, and miſery. — The deſign of a well- 
regulated workhouſe for vagabend girls, may prove a great relief to many 
miſerable objects; and if ſuch an inſtitution is ſo managed as to point out 
ſomething uſeful to pariſh-officers, and guardians of charity-ſchools, through- 
out the kingdom, it will operate to the end in view: and if x proper proviſion 9 


is not already made for the relief of ſuch vagabond children, it is much to be 
wiſhed that ſome law for this purpoſe were enacted, and this {oy intention 
anſwered i in a "ay full and ebe manner. | | N 


1 Wen ho have an eee for Pour „ nals 4 called the 
order of the boly. ſacrament, where they are taught ſuch trades, as they 


can live by, when they come into the world: they manufacture 


wool, both in cloth and ſtuffs, and at the ſame time obſerve great 
exactneſs in their devotions. There is hardly any country, proteſiant 


or popiſh, mahommedan or pagan, but ſhews tenderneſs for ſuch young 
girls as wander about the ſtreets in-/tb and rags; if we forget our 
4 to them, they will be unacquainted with every moral” obligation, 
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„ find many of them e loft to a ſenſe of en ch fo 
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Lindon: it is the moſt difficult undertaking, and will require the moſt fill 
and eircumſpection. And for the ſame reaſon that the cure of a diſeaſe, 
ſeems to be more intereſting, in a direct view, and ſometimes more certain 
in the operation, than the preventian of it, the determinate conſequence of 
which muſt-be remote, there i is the utmoſt reaſon for you to continue ſteady 
to your intentions, in the purſuit of which, it is probable, you will have 


buſineſs enough on your hands, thaugh mop f ſhould never hows Dy the wry 
e * ms wetul ARE Ta be. N 


We ROE wet 
After all that « can be faid on ho ſubject; . your i 
ſand on piety : real repentance is the only true foundation which can = 
port it, and much will depend on your vigilance, and good ſenſt, as well as 
on the Ancerity of the objects. I make no doubt but that every precaution 
will be uſed ; and if your officers enter with zeal and ſpirit into your ideas, 
and endevor to make reftexions on their experience, and to furniſh ſuch hints 
as may be drawn from it, you can hardly fail of ſucceſs, — No body doubts 
of your ſincerity or abilities ; and, it may be preſumed, the propriety of the 
_  defign will every day merit the attention of our fellow-ſubjects, more and 
more, and engage them to ſubſcribe to it with an open heart, and a liberal 
2 hand, as well knowing that, in the moſt direct wew, they will ſave the wretch- 
ed from perditian. And as eſtabliſhments of this kind require a peculiar 
countenance in the beginning of them, thoſe who are convinced that charity 
is due to theſe poor objects who are penitent, and would with to fee them 
protected, and won over to a ſenſe of n it _ be oy” will pry 
| ſhew their, favor to the deſign. te ene al! 
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| Before I conelude, I cannot help remarking, what ite pains ſome men 
take todecorre thetnſelves; haf fo much labor to ſet themſelves right, would 
anſwer their true end. Among other abfurdities, it is the comthon cant of 
libertines of both ſexes, that God never made man to be damned. If they 
know their own meaning, it muſt be this, that man being made, and as 
his maker certainly intended his happineſs, he mut be Dappy, whether he an- 
twers the conditions of that happineſs or not.— Is not this an opinion more 
abſurd than was ever entertained, even by the Pagan world? —The learned 
and the illiterate may equally brwilder themſelves in their enquiries, but 
fill they mult recur to this concluſion, that we were made free, and are 
rational agents; that we are free, and as ſuch, a free and rational obedi- 
ence muſt, from the very nature of things, be expected from us. Could God 
be the judge of mankind if there was nothing to be judged of? — And 
what ſentence can we conceive, can be paſt, where there is no puniſhment | 
for offenders? — And for what can we imagine men will be puniſhed, but 
for their difebedience to the divine command? — Wretched mortals, thus 
to endevor to put out the eyes of their own underſtanding, that under the 
thelter of darkneſs they may gratify the animal part of their compoſition, « or 
n . favoutite Is. "Gough it be but for a moment. 


Ss if 5s; the my and the wicked part of mankind, generally incline to 
adapt their notrom to their practice, and talk of the infinite mercies of God, 
as if they meant only to flarter him out of his juſtice. As it is blaſphemy 
to challenge our Maker for creating us what we are, or for making the 

eohditions of our happineſs ſuch as they really are; ſo it is the groſſeſt 
folly to imagine, he will reverſe his decrees. If we really believe in him 
if we have any pretence to the privileges of reaſon, we ſhall indeed find 
the . conſolation, | in the — _—_ of his mercy, whilſt the terror 


af 
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of his * will 170. us in awe: we ſhall do honor to 120 power he has 
| Ned us with, and receive with joy the afj/ances he has promiſed ; and 
; thus, inſtead of rebelling againſt his authority, we ſhall find infinite reaſon 
to pay divine honors to his c/emency, as the ſupreme lawgiver; and to adore 
his goodneſs as the fender parent of mankind, . Let us ever remember that 
our belief depends greatly on our practice, as well as our practice on our 
belief. Every one may ſee, if they chuſe to look, what God has been pleaſed _ 
to reveal of himſelf: and what his will is towards mankind. Thoſe who 
fondly i imagine that he means the contrary of what he ſays ; or that our re- 
velation is fabulous, may, as I ſet out by obſerving, as well diſcard chri- 
Nianiq at once. We muſt either give up the Bible and. er, or re- 
nounce our reaſon, or ſnake our fins, 


— 


The taſk of ne theſe 3 proſtitutes the great law of conſide- 
ration, will be glorious, in proportion as their preſent ſituation is dreadful. 
What a trade is that, the wages of which is cverlaſting perdition!—If they ſaw 
the real ſtate of their condition, and the ruin gaping wide to ſwallow them, 
they could not live in open contempt of the laws of God and man, and 
in defiance of conſcience; their ſouls would ſhudder at the thought! their 
minds would be amazed with terror | If they were made ſenſible what clouds 
8 darkneſs hang over their proſpect of futurity, remorſe would rend their 

hearts! Thought may, indeed, be in ſome meaſure baniſhed, and the 

: mind become inſenſible of fear, or ſorrow; but will the ſoul therefore 

ceaſe to be immortal? — Or will a God of infinite juſtice not puniſh 

for offences, the habitual exerciſe of which, occaſions this very inſenſibility ? 

On the other hand, they will be convinced, that heaven has boundleſs 
joy in ſtore for thoſe who repent of their miſdeeds. That the practice 
of victue will comfort the heart, and exilerate the ſpirits, rejoice the ſoul, 


and 
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and exhibit a ſcene of pleaſure, and ſelf complacency, beyond the Wer of 
language to deſcribe. Our temporal exiſtence at beſt, is balanced n a 
point, ſubject to fall, even by the motion of the air; this is an \. .,, . | 
deration, and none of us can be too much on our guard. Let thoſe who 
haye been moſt ex poſed to danger, rejoice moſt, when they happily finiſh » the 
journey of life. Whatever temptations or diftreſſes, diſappointments or misfor- 
tunes, they may have met with, on the road, they ought to cheer, not difireſs 
each other; and when nothing of life remains, but juſt to look up to hea- 7 
ven for mercy on our own fins, let our hope, to be received into the man- 
ſions of everlaſting) felicity, ſtand firm on the foundation of our ſincerity 
of heart, in ee e 10 and —_ the means of their" x re- 
pentance. | 
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unit me once more to 1 th: at prej judices, and common renamed ; 
opinions, betray the moſt virtuous and ſenſible perſons, into a belief of what 
the moſt vicious and fookſb are ſolicitous to give credit to, namely, that it 
7s. an abſurdity to think of repentance among female proſtitutes. + I. nothing but 5 
a miracle could reform this vice, it might be abſurd to expect a preternatural 
event; but I apprehend that women are moſt eaſily reformed, and that this 
"nn error has taken its riſe from my not rightly underſtood. 


We may now 3 to fats... 1 Yau hw taken in a © of. poor 
girls, * of whom there are very few who do not give every token of being 


8 80 what 

* To the 2 7 1 about 8 women are 3 into the houſe, beſides ſome we are ſent to be 6 
cured in the ſeveral hoſpitals. Feur times the number haye offered, and, the preference i 1s given to 
| thoſe who ſeem molt ſincere, molt capable of induſtry, and youngeſt in iniquity.— The order and regu» 
larity they obſerve, both in their devotion and work, is more than the moſt ſanguine could have ex- 
pected. Though it muſt be ſuppoſed there are ſome of them very ignorant, and others unuſed to any 
regularity, yet they ſeldom require much admonition; the fear of being turned out if they behave ill, 
is a ſufficient tie upon them ; ſo that we may with great propriety ſay, they live with the /amplicity of 
young children, and the underſſanding of women, who know their own happineſs is the object in view. 
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rely de uppdrent:to all the world. If you 


baue ladies amongſt us, will ſhew the moſt commyeration, and pride them - 
ſelves in promoting this charity? Men in general, thoſe who are the l, 
as well as thoſe who are the moſt converſant with Harlots, will find ſufficient 
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g | „malte atonertent for it. 80 fat have your labeurs | 
ne. e Hey continue to proſper The wrility of your undertaking wut 
or theſe women the means 

of emplymem, you will inſtruct ſome in 1% urn who never learnt any 


before; ſome will acquire # bf of indoſtry, others will have an eee 


of reforming their morals, and of ene 9 5855 1 a word, 
you wit „ . . . | 
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reaſon to contribute towards the eftabliſhment and ſupport of it. I hope 
both ſexes, will promote an undertaking, ſo well calculated at once to prove 
a Mefiing to the commonwealth, and an honor to human nature, that we may 


#veito fee true divinity, and true policy unite, and die in ſo much the more 


wwe ſhall receive our reward in that 


exalted hope, and prous confidence, that 


future flate, CO ROE HET GCE 


Let it not be coldly ſaid, 15 2 women are ſelf- e and their ey 
the effet? of their own folly :” Alas, we are all forkſp enough, God knows, 
though not in the fame manner or degree. Our worldly misfortunes, and our 


piritual diftreſles, generally ariſe from our paſſions, our weakneſs, or perverſe 


inclinations ; and if no ſuccour ought to be afforded in ſuch difireſs as this, 
when, is it to be afforded ? God forbid that the greateſt calamities ſhould be 
the leaſt conſidered There are many inſtances in which human laws exact 
atonement for crimes, and, without which, ſociety could not exift : in ſuch 
caſes the Perfian Adage takes place, they MUST ſleep in the bed which 20 


have mud! But peur ſcheme is Need bf ciner ud & fol be the 
means of Pears and Oy not to 1. them * the F 4 otic» * 4 


8 Ge of e 8 never 1 properly laß, che. 
* ſame divine laugiuer, on whole. authority we found. the certain belief of 115 
the” immortality of the ſoul, has declared that he ſhall one day denounce 
the ſevetell malediffion agaiaſi thaſe u ho die impenitent. . Go, ye curſed, i 
everlaſting fire /— Depart from me into that unutterable miſery, into which 
your own impenitence has plunged you.” And let them now learn, that to 

thoſe who have repented, in ſincerity of heart, and, by a ſober and religious 
life, have given proof = ſuch repentance, the ſame Saviar aſſures us, that 
 fraiſe and applauſe will be given, more harmonioaſly ſweet, than the moſt 


ſeraphic rains, of muſic, and far more tranſporting than the united force of 4 


all the captivating delights this world can afford . Come, ye bleſſedof my fa- 
ther, inherit:the kingdom prepered for you.” Be happy. — Be happy far ever ; 
immortally happy, as far beyond your conceptions, as heaven is exalted above 
earth, or the duration of eternity. exceeds a moment. Thus have you 
kt a view of eaſe and comfort, with the proſpect of a happy Hife, and a glo- 
rious death, before the eyes of theſe poor girls. If they prefer diſeaſe, and 
miſery, of which they have had a fad experience, and bel} itſelf, they ſtill 
have their choice. You have done your part, To thoſe various methods in 
which mercy is generally offered, you add another firiking prof, how much 
the heart of man is influenced. by that benignant power which governs the 
world. May your religious concern for the happineſs of your fellow-crea- 
_ tures in diſtreſs, be communicated to others, and may it produce all the bap- 

py effects which may be nn e from ſo way — and 
truly prous an inftitution ! 0 Lat 
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grovation, but fimply'as a Proper mathe i ind granting thar ſome who ate n Edenh 


|  Houlſe,-which (the yicty.of many humane, and religious penſans, has prepared in Goodnas's:felds, the 
nature of the thing will hardly admit of ſuch nice diſtinctions i in names. ſeveral of tie young wo- 
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foi the-fanjeofthe/lady\iniquellion, .or.to the true repentance af finners nor do I think the intereſt of 
. the true proteflant evangelical faith "wall ſuffer, more than that the hoſpital for n . _ 
> to Se. Tate, will occahon our poſterity -F wa e 1 ti 
1 Let psgather think of the Jubftance, | thao, of fe th things. . Ican en * aflure ba 
1 that this charjty, though it was lo onſidered as VT beg tic ſcheme, is productive of great good; | 
ace pabrgitl Mom qualifying derbe as maks the world bnhy, and to be bleſt in herſelf, as 
_— ST a,confequence. of her virtue, who would probably, haye otherwiſe been the e canſe of great ie, to 
by  ſociaty ; and could have ſeen nothing before her own eyes but perdition ! | 
Aux -en) ue conthive; that! even a ſow ments totrext, may ocealion a great change, eſpecially when, 
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it is a means of reconciling parents and friends to the offender, as well as teaching her, the way to hea- 
ven. And when no other faccour can be expected, without a miracle,” that Which is afforded by the 
promoten Of the Magdalen-Charity, muſt ſtand as honorable, and as glorious to be imitated, as the. cha. 


8 racter of the lady for whom you are ſo piouſly jealous. — I thank you, Sir, for your good intentions, and 
3  foraftording me this opportu 3p ſay me in nn 22 Magdalen-Charity ; and I am 


* 5 © 5 10 ee me. Och. 10. | Wk n our moſt hunble — 


Jonas Hanwar, 
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